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97

Prom SIS re WOLLWEBER.

re WOLLIWIBER.

99

Extract from Home Qffice file re continuation
of H,0, circular.

original in PFe41911 JENSEN

Copy in PFe.41930

V. 1] T T TV TR S
Ne WOLLIITYIBRR »

B.2.B. (through

gince 1941 it has not been our principle to
recommend the exclusion of Communisis as such from
this country, but rather to arrange for our immediate
notification if they should arrive here &0 that we
can cover their activitiles. This policy was adopted
because in no instance was there any ground for
assuning that after they arrived 1n this country
they would be promoting subversive activities here.

JENSEN, however, and WOLLENWEBER, whose PFe41930
with Hore Office files W.338 are attached, may perhaps
deserve different treatment. I should be grateful
for your comments on both these individuals unless
yvou would prefer to deal with the Home Office direct.
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TEer e e 5N
¥

Je
ST -

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference KV 2/3054

e PF.41911 ENSEN
e i 7 s ShR
B.3Lb., through B,2. and B.2.Db.
: L
I can find no evidence that JENSEN (subject of this
file) is a spy. He cannot therefore reasonably oe excluded
from the country on counter-espionage grounds. W OLLENWEBER
(according to Winston Scott's report at 83b in PF.{1930
attached) was "believed" to be running Russlan agents from
Berlin into the British and American Zones of Germany, &nd
there has been a statement
that he was imprisoned by the Swedish authorities in 1942 on
a charge of sabotage. The evidence is however insubstantial
(_/nd does not seem to me to Jjustify exclusion on counter-
espionage grounds &alone. I should be inclined to think
nevertheless that on grounds of general undesirability it
would be as well to exclude VOLLENWEBER &%3eas+t from the ~
United Xingdom and that in his case lMiss Bagot's letter 1o
the Home Office at 72a might be upheld.
In connection with both these cases I should be glad
if B.2. would confirm that B.2.a. is concerned only with
members or agents of Russian or satellite secret intelligence
organisations in this country; Communist agitators, propagandists
and informers serving the 3piidish Communist Party being the
concern of B.1.a. while in the U.X., of B.1.b. while abroad.
TIf this assumption is right, B.%1.a. should be the section
principally concerned as to whether JENSEN and WOLLENYEBER should
be allowed to come here or not.

J.C. Robertson. .

4025

Copy of Minute 88 on P.F.41930.

B O e oo i

' — aqé :
% ‘With reference to H.O. £iles, J. 220 and W. 338
attached, I should be glad if the circulars against
‘Erik Asge Richard JENSEN and Ernst WOLLWEBER could be
maintained., ‘

B.1l.Db. A
23.8.&8. 2 4
- M.l.E. Bagot
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Register No. Minute Bheet No.

104.,

To S.T.S. enclosing copy of 103a., and asking their comments.

106.

wrom S.I.S. ref. 105a re sinking of-s.s. Kominform.

i »=k7

Report received from Baron Van Moyland on information from Danish Police.

, 111/
S &
T e e
handed me the attached document
@ on Monday. The informstion has been obtained from
the Danish Police and contains certain comments by
the Dutch Police,

who may or may not have
passed it on to us.

The report seems to me to display considerable
ignorance about the whole structure of the Russian
machine, e.g. if any organisation does exist in
Copenhagen, it certainly is not a branch of the lMoscow
Politburo.

Perhaps B.l.b could comment on this report
and see that it reaches the appropriate file,

D.D.G.
13.7.49.
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109. (Copy in SF.413/3)

W™

D.p{tf through D.B., BA. and B.2.b.
0 et o £

The document at 107a is reminiscent of a number of statefnents
which have emanated from MAUVE sources, and it may well have been based
on the reports described at 105a and 106a.

A few true statements with regard to individuals have been
SO0 much embroidered that the resulting picture bears little resemblance
to that presented by all the facts at our disposal.

WOLLWEBER, who was one of the key figures of the International
of Seamen and Harbourworkers, returned to Germany from ¥oscow in Harch,
1946, and has since been working in Berlin under Soviet auspices. On the
other hand, so far as we know, the. International of Seamen and Harbour-
workers has not been revived, and the new W.P.T.U. Maritime Union of Seamen
and Dockers, so far as we can tell on present information, is a replacement

rather then a descendant of the I.S.H. .
e have no reason yet to assume that the new seamen's

organisation has been given the same responsibility for the organisation .
of courier work on behalf of Soviet military intelligence.as was given to
the I.S.H., although the resources of the new Maritime Union will no

doubt be used as occasion arises. In view of the development of commercial
‘air travel, it seems probable that such work will be controlled directly

in the U.S5.S.R. and not delegated to the Maritime Union, although it will

no doubt be used on an ad hoc basis.

131

20.8.,51. Draft G.Circular +o H.0. re WOLILWERER

1191024

21.8.51. To M.I.6.re members of the WOLLWEBER Organisation.

113,

3048451,  To M.I.6. further to 112a re members of the WOLLWEBER Qrganisation.
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MIN[TTE SHEET Reference...........

114,

Extract from H.0. file and reply to H.0. re WOLLWEBER

PBARGSTAD! ment, WOLLWEBER.

From S,I1.S = Bxtract from Swedish report on 23 cases of R,I,S.
activity in Sweden from 1940-42 - re WOLLENWEBER,

116.

revlying to 133a

117
o P-F- 1L, big (awko 3, o BIR)

R s —[198s
CLllle a
”~
Please see Amendment 6 to the S.I.CY form,
giving another alias for WOLLWEBER which does
not appeer on the Circular. Could it be added,

please?

-

B.1.B "~ JE. Cagoh
2l L. 52 M.J.E. Bagot

11%.

To Tmmigration Branch adding alias of WOLLHUBER to G. Circular.

Ext. from pamohlet "Der Apparat", ment., VWOLLIEBER.
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511526 Letter to M.I.6. re WOLLWEBER.

. B.4.D Source report on Purges in Eastern Germany mentioning
2heleh3e Ext. from B.l4. our ep ot

122.

4e3453. TFrom SB re WOLLWEBER. f '

123.

5.3.53. TFrom C.C. Lsncs - information received re WOLLWEBER and
ssbotage in U,.K,

6553 Interim reply to 123a.

6. 3. 53. Ext. from Ministrvy of Transport ment,

125.

B.2., through /Q/Q"

Plesse see 123sa. C.2. will be in the
best position to give a preliminary assessment of
this rather unlikely informstion. There is also
an S,B. reoort at 122a giving another story about
WOLLWEBER's connection with slleged sabotage
in this country.

Will B.2. then consider whether WASSERNMAN
should be interviewed. We do not, incidentally,
appear to have 2 record of the 1ﬁformat10ﬁ eASSERMAN
states that -he gsve Brigadier Harker in 1945 about
WOLLWEBER.

D, B. Vo
6-3.53- b 6

THIS IS A COPY |
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
N DEPAF“’ /ENT UNDER SECTHON'

126, | 3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORJS |

Be 2, LA 08 T s AR 2043

I cannot offer you much camfort on this, We have no
information about any incidents on "Antarctic Ocean™ or "Centaur",

The following is our information on incidents on the other vessels
mentioned at 'X' of Wasserman's letter:-

R.M,S, Empress of Canada = This was a total loss by fire, Thers
is no information, nor ever likely to
be any, to indicate whether the fire
broke out accidentally or not,
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R.M, S, Queen Mary — Between 2nd and 5th December 1952 five independent
fires broke out in cabins, It is ce rtain that
these fires were not accidental but despite an
exhaustive enquiry by the Southampton Police, no
clue to the culprit could be found, In four of
the cases the material ignited was bedding,

R.M,.S, Queen Elizabeth - Two fires broke out on 28th and 29th January
1953, both were in cabins, The first fire
was agein bedding and the second a heap of
rags and sweepings, Again the Southampton
Police concluded that the fires were not
accidental and no culprit was discovered,

There has been a number of other cases of damage to Merchant vessels
during the last few years, Most of them have occurred while the
ships have been refitting or under repair i,e, not during normal
turn-round,

H,M,S, Triumph - This incident took place at sea; it involved damage
to the valves and pumps of the main machinery,

H.M,S, Warrior - Damage was done to electrical cables on the bridge
while the ship was at Plymouth,

HM,S, Indomitable — We have no report on the incident on this Aircraft
Carrier but it seems likely from the Press report
that the incident was accidental,

(A
\/

Y

D) o
C 2. M \\‘. flt_.:"t,.t
16030530 I.-LJT&M““‘*‘-""J :

B eiDe

Please see 122a(addressed initially to B.2.B.) 123a and minutes
125 and 126, and let me have your views,

At first sight, I am inclined to agree with D.B., that WASSERMAN's
information appears "rather unlikely", On the other hand, it is to some
extent corroborated by the police report at 122a, which is consistent
with such of WOLLWEBER's record as I have had time to read in this file,

In meking your assessment of the significance of WOLLWEBER, and
of the recent informetion which has been received about him, I suggest
that you should consult Miss Bagot, some of whose expert knowledge in this
connection was set down in minute 109 in 1949,

I am inclined to think that WASSERMAN ought to be interviewed,
if only in order to ask him upon what evidence he bases the very positive
statement made in his letter at 123a, and what his sources are. I should
however like your oninion before advising D,B,

Wi st

J.éZ'Robertson.
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¥
e
i N
W A .‘ 128,
.’?‘é./thmugh B.2.B./I;mi¢ %$

s ’ Aee WKW a0
. AN i prdventcdy VW e t”
Reference minute 127. m MU Ym s Wt
S - : w Shakuply 5 R3A
I have ‘carefully examined WOLLWEBER's file (FF 41,930) and the P
file containing the| | paper on the so-called WOLLWEBER \
Sabotage” Organisation (SF 412/Gen. Supp.) in connection with this

‘matter. ‘I have aslso discussed the matter at length with B.1.B./
“Miss Bagot and Mr, McCaul. ‘ -

" |

I think that the B.1.B. paper on the International of Seamen
and Harbour Workers issued in December 1949 probably contains the
best available analysis of the'smbaﬁhage'activities alleged to
‘have been carried out by WOLLWEBER and the I.S.H., during the 1930's.
From, the study of these activities in the paper it is clear that the
I.S.H. as such wsas probablyL?ﬁvolved in marine sebotage of-the
kind Popularly'attributed to it between 1930 and 1937, when the
I.5.H. was dissolved. Thereafter certain acts of.esebotage appeaer to
have been committed though our evidence concerning them is-too
unsatisfactory and fragmentary to permit further conclusions to be
dravn about them. However, B.1.B. consider it possible that the
merine sabotage which occured after 1937 was committed by & group,
possibly of former I.S.H, members, who had been trained for the
purpose in the Soviet Union, the la tter cowntry having, about
1937/8 when the spproach of war was becoming increasingly obvious,
decided in favour of more direct action against the shipping of
its potential enemies. The only real evidence concerning these
acts of sabotage is afforded by the trials and sentences of e
number of persons, including WOLLWEBER, in Copenhagen in 1941. This
evidence, however, mey well be coloured as it emsnated from crimi-
nal processes which took place under the CGerman occupation of
Denmark. S

To come.to the letter et 123a - this contains a number of
statements which can be said to reflect on the relisbility of the
source. These are:-

a) that "WOLLWEBER's boys in the Seamens' Unions" are responsible
for acts of sabotage committed in 8 named British ships. B.1l.B.'s
comment is that WOLLWEBER's connections with'the I.S.H. ended when
the latter Union dissolved sbout 1937. They also comment that none
of the Trade Union Internationals founded under the W.F.T.U. to re-
place the extinct I.5.H. appear to have taken over the conspiratorial
activities (e.g. anti-Cleniwl . work, collection of information by
Sezmens' net-works) formerly carried out by the I.S.H. It seems
doubtful, therefore, whether the expression "WOLLWEBER'S boys in the
Seamens' Unions" has sny current significance.

b) -that "every fire in eny ship" of the Westemn gllies since 1945
haes been the work of the Comintern. Apart from its sweeplng.nature,
this statement is incorrect in that the fomintern has been dissolved

some ten years.

c) that WOLLWERER is in contact with his locel agents by W.T. and
gives all his orders by this mesns. This is unlikely to be true
since it implies that a W.T. net-work exists in the U.K. through -
which WOLLW%BBR would have given instructions to his B{itifh_ageits
THIS IS A COPY 71 Britis
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION

3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS |
LI T8 Sy 20|
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.
NUTE SHEET Etfirence... EX.. 41,9305,

the recent alleged sabotage of

in serial 12
sources and is being dealt with
to say that one of the charges mac
ls orgenising & spy net-work t
iade before, has been investigated by M,I,6
been found to be basele It would therefore 'seem 'unwise
5 3

- $ o —~ = o T = - - mren = e ol e L R R TN
‘egard it at this stage as corroboration of the information

vided h_}" YASSERMAN,

personal view is that WOLLWEBER's reappearsnce in the
Communist shipping world is a convenient peg upon which to hang
> accidents snd acts commi :
lisgruntled seamen and dock workers, and that in order
this particular hare it might well be worth asking WAS

d -

the sources of his information to enable us to give it

=

C -

any"'act of sabotage", includin

assessment.

A. F. Burbidge.

‘-—-""'/J

8el4eH30 Note for file re WOLLENWEBER.

Draf't letter to . Lancashire, re, WASSW

B. 2. Through B, 2,B, Mr. Rsedﬁw» <]+
/

Reference Minute 128, I have filed a draft letter to C.C.

Lancashire for D,B's signature at Serial 130a

(1883, Wt10505/4396 :

4/52 1,000,000 |C&S
Led. Gp736/209
(REGIMINT)
CODE 5-34-0
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As you will see we are asking if C,C, Lancashire
has any obJjections to our interviewing WASSFRMAN,

hdte

A F Burbldge

1L
Coo- W o~k

[,
Q L o~ NIl M.r,‘wL
C{?IA Mr, Lee. Through B,I.B. Mr, L‘z ! Q

To see Minute 128 (a spare conv of which is pinned
inside the cover of this file for B.I.B. to P.A. in
S.F.412/L),

I understand that B,I.B. have taken up the report
at Serial 122a which has come to our attention from other
sources, It seems preferable, therefore, that B,I.B.
should supply Special Branch with an answer if they

deem it worth while,

(G
AF, _Burbiriper%

(‘0\ 133.
16.4.53. Re-draft of letter \t/l') .C. Lancashire at 130a.
‘;u)'

24

Please refer to your Minute 125.

The report at 123a (which you acknowledged provisionally
on March 6th) has now been considered by C.2, and also by B.2.B. in
consultation with B.1.B.’

The comments of B.2.B. are gummarised at length in Minute
128, and more briefly in the draft letter to C.C. Lancashire which
has been prepared for your signature at 133a. I think that the conk
clusion reached by B.2.B. is correct, and that there is little or
nothing in the report. At the same time I consider that it would bg
businesslike to see the informant, give him an opportunity to amplify

his information, and ask what his sources are.

J. C. Robertson.
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MINUTE SH E ET Rejemu(:PF.Z[l930- b

135.

To C.C.Lencs in reply to 123s and further to 1243,

136.

From C.C.Leancs in reply to l1l35a.

™, 4 ) - T - 7 — T P Ty
ixt. from M b, rTre. OT.T.WFRRR

Bp AFe): 45 17,

DA e

To see !:.he}’{ tter from C.C, Lancs.
at 136as. Will you plesse now mske srrangements
for the interview of WASSERMAN snd his wife.

D, B, 5 (e (T
28.1. 53,

11+ sywiew wi th WASSRRMAN

>
2 R }Mr. Reed £t hWnnmb -.....xl:.,.ml.:';X
] e L A

see Rerial 139s

—_—

(1883) Wr10505/43%6
4/52 1,000,000 JC&S
Led. Gp736/209
(REGIMINT)
CODE 5-34-0
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Please refer to Minute 137.

WASSERMAN has now been seen, and the report of the
interviewing officer (Mr. Burbidge) is at 139a. As you will
see, although WASSERMAN was invited to bring his wife with him,
he did not do so. Such information (and it was not much) as he
was prepared to give about his sources was unimpressive, and
C.C. Lancashire's suggestion that he is considerably under the
influence of De COURCY was confirmed in the mind of the inter-

viewing officer.

T do not know whether you will wish to write further
to C.C. Lancashire. If you do, a draft for this purpose is
filed at 142a.

T~

. Robertson.

142,

Draft letter to C.C. Lancashire re interview with WASSERMAN.

143,

10.. 6. 53. To C.C.Lancs re interview with WASSERMAN,

11,6.53, From C.C.Lancs re WASSERMAN

25.7.53. Cutting from "Daily Worker" re WOLLWEBER.

146.

28e7+53 Copy of Imward savinggram
29.7.53. Cutting from Summary of World Broadcasts. Part I

147,

November 1953, TXESHSOBIELLEL Copy of extract from Intelligend

1.’-}--515-. c Exte from J.I.C.
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MELCHIOR, Otto Adolph.

Inmigration Officers' Report. Port of Harwich.
Subject: WMELCHIOR, Otto Adolph.

Nationality: Danish. Occupation: Secretary and Doctor of
Economics. Born: 10.6.04 ap Copenhagen. Passport: B2196/34 -
Copenhagen - 2.6, 34,

This alien arrived on 1/V Esbjerg from Esbjerg this
afternoon.

He stated that ne was in transit to Antwerp for which
port he had a through ticket. He added that he would then, in
a day or so, proceed to Paris for a short holiday.

He was travelling in the company of EBrik Aage Richard
JENSEN, Leif Olaf FPOSS and Ernst WOLLWEBER - for all of whonm
see separate reports.

He said that he had known JENSEN for many years in
Copenhagen. They became acquainted when alien, as a member of
the University Students' Union, heard JENSEN give an address at
one of their meetings. He denied that he was a member of the
Communist Party but admitted that he is a socialist and has some
symoathy with the aims of the Communists. He also denied that
he would attend the conference in Antwerp to which JENSEN was
going, and pointed out that he is not a seaman. He is employed
in the Invalideforsikringsrettemr (? the Danish Health TInsurance
Dept. ), and is a government servant. He had no knowledge of
WOLLWEBER and had never seen him until they met on the ship.

H.M. C.I.O0. agreed that he be C/L "in direct transit"
to Antwerp. He sailed on s.s. Antwerp for Antwerp this night.

© Crown Copyright
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WOLLWEBER, Ernst.

Immigration Officers' Report. Port of Harwich.

Subject: WOLLWEBER, Ernst @ WOLLENWEBER @ SCHMIDT @
CHRISTIANSEN @ CHRISTENSEN and now @ JOHANNESSEN,
Rangvald.

Nationality: German. Occupation: in ppt Member of Reichstag.
Born: 29.10.98 at Hannoversch-Munden. Passport: 521/65/31 -
Berlin - 3.9. 31.

Arrived on the m.s. "Esbjerg" from Esbjerg, 8.6.34.
Returned on the m.s. "Parkeston" to Esbjerg 8.6.34.

This alien produced the attached Norwegian passport
(No.1708/33 issued at Bergens on 9.8.33 in the name of Ragnvald
JOHANNESSEN) and also a landing card, which gave the same name
and nationality and his occupation as fireman, and said that he
intended to travel to Antwerp the same evening for the purpose of
spending a short holiday in Belgium. He produced a through
ticket to Antwerp.

It had been observed that he travelled in the company
of an alien who had proceeded to another examination table.
Reference was made to the examining T.0. and it was discovered
that his companion was Leif Olaf FOSS, subject of cirec. B 2714.

Partidular attention was then paid to the other
passengers with the result that it was ascertained that both of
these aliens travelled in the company of Erik Aage Richard JENSEN
and also Otto Adolph MELCHIOR (for FOSS, JENSEN and MELC HT OR
please see separate reports).

These four aliens were put aside until the other
passengers had been dealt with and it was then discovered that
JOHANNESSEN is intimately connected with P0SS. During this later
examination JOHANNESSEN remained silent but F0S8 took complete
responsibility for him and said that he is a Norwegian seaman who
has been out of work for the last two months. Becsuse he - Fogs -

"ahgd found it necessary to make the Journey to Antwerp, for one day

for health reasons, his friend had decided to make the Jjourney
also.

The photograph in alien's passport did not appear to be
of him and, as it had already been ascertained that JENSEN had
made the journey in order to attend a seaman's conference in
Antwerp and that he is the Secretary of the Danish seamen's union,

it was considered certain that alien's Journey had political
significance and was not one for pleasure purposes. In view of
the importance attaching to the arrival of these four allens, ‘T
gave instructions that they be detained pending the arrival of the

C.I1.0. who had been communicated with, as had also the local S.B.
officer,

Fach alien was exeamined separately by the C.I.0. (for
the results see separate reports on FOS8S, JENSEN and MRELCHIOR).

It was pointed out to the n.T.0. that alien did not
appear to be the proper owner of the passport which he had
produced and alien was, therefore, asked to fill in an embarkation

card. This card is also attached and it will be s8een that he
Spelig Nig alleged name incorrectly. :
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As the result of further questioning, it was admitted
that JOHANNESSEN is not alien's nane.

A Cermen passport was then produced which ghowed that
alien is the former Communist Member of the German Reichstag,
Ernst WOLLWEBER, The particulars as given in the passport head
this report.

WOLLWEBER's recent history 1s as follows:-

From November 1932 until the Hitler regime he was
Communist Member for the district of Altona(he had in his
possession & Deutsche Reichspost Fahrkarte No.53%0, issued in
Berlin on 21.11.32 and a Deutsche Reistatag Fahrkarte No.530
which was issued in Berlin on the same date).

In February 1933 he left Germany for Danzig and, after
idling there for 7 months, visited Pcland for a further 2% months.
He then stowed himself away on the Polish steamer "Kaaborg" at
Gdinia and landed illegally at 0Oslo.

There can be no doubt that he has been actively engaged
in Communistic circles in Norway and Denmark before making the
present journey in order to attend the Belgian seaman's union
meeting in Antwerp, Tt was admitted that FOSS had obtained the
passport of another seaman for alien's use and the excuse given
was that, had he presented his own passport, he anticipated
experiencing difficulties.

There is equally no doubt that WOLLWEBER, FO8S dand
JENSEN are three very prominent members of the Communist Party in
Burope and it appears that MELCHIOR, who is a well educated man
and of different clasg to the others, is connected with that
party, perhaps in an advisory capacity.

WOLLWEBER was refused leave to land under Art.1(3)g.
Impounded passport, landing and embarkation cards snd refusal
8lip are attached hereto.

(It is doubtful whether alien could be recognised from
the photograph which was issued with eirc.S.C.8406 and the
/following apparent features are observed. He is 5Pt 2ins or 5ft
3ins in height, top of head bald, and & very blotchy, purple
complexion. Dark brown eyes).

Q.6+ 34,

H.M.C.T.

It was not until it became apparent to these four
communists that he entertained grave doubts regarding the identity
of the holder of the attached Norwegian passport that JENSEN came
forward and asked to be allowed to make a confession to me. He
then stated that JOHAUNESSEN was, in fact, & German political
refugee named WOLLWEBER, and subsequently produced the latter's
German pessport. Questioned separately, WOLLWEBER gave the
additional information regarding himself, which is set out above.
It is thought that the German's three colleagues were fully aware
of the fact that he intended to attempt to pass through our con-
trol under the name of JOHANNESSEN. It should be pointed out that

8 viesa is necessary for a German to enter Belgium.
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Coped \Jov SE TES
CUTTING FROM SUMMARY OF WORLD BROADCASTS, Part III no.219 of 29.7.53.

Ministry of State Security Reorganised

Ernst Wollweber'!s“New Appointment

The Premier!s Press 0ffice announced; .'"The Ministry of State Sccurlity will
be incorporated into the Ministry of the Interior as a State Secretariat (als
Staatssekretariat eingegliedert), The Minister of State Security, Wilhelm Zalsser,
has been relieved of his office, Under-SBecretary of State (Staatssekretaer) Ernst
Wollweber has been placed in charge of the State Secretariat of the State Security,”
(ADN 18,41, 24,7.53)

A DPA report from Hamburg recalled that Wollweber took a prominent part in
the sailors! mutiny in Kiel in 1918, He sat in the Prussian Diet and the Reichstag,
but also did a great deal of 1llegal work, In the Comintern Wollweber was the
expert on Scandinavia, and'during the second world war he was arrested in Sweden,
sentenced to three years' penal servitude for working as a Communist agent, but later
handed over to the Soviet Government, In April 1946 he was appointed deputy
Director-General of 8hipping, and 1in 1950 was made Joint Under-Secretary in the
Ministry of Transport (DPA 20.10, 24,7.53s Wollweber became Under~Secretary of
Shipping only a little while ago = ADN 30,4,53)
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8o b eigse

COUNTY POLICE HEADQUARTERS

sgcRET & HUTTON, PRESTON 7 <
PERSONAL. LANCASHIRE //i;/

Telephone: Preston 4811, - °
Your ref,

PF.41930/D.B.

*

11th June, 1953, '
Dear .:D Wf\. \ N

Many thanks Afor your
letter of the 10th June, 1953,
about the result of the interview
with Wasserman.

I am sorry that it was
not more satisfactory.

Yours

D, White, Esqes CeBeEs,
Box No, 500,

Parliament Street B.O.,
LONDON, S.W.1,
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{ ECRET & PERSONAL,
PF,141930/D, B, 10th June, 1953.

Will you plesse refer to correspondence
ending with your letter of April 24th concerning
the WASSERMANS.

WASSERMAN has now been interviewed but
unfortunately we did not suceceed in persuading him
to bring his wife. He oxplained thet she would
not be able to add anything to kis knowledge of
the WOLL\VEBER matter. TFomssibly as a result of
this we did not extract any more information about
WOLLIVEBIR than was conteired in your letter of
March 3rd, nor did we sucecesd in discovering what
the sources of his information were and thus
arrive st a closer evaluation of the information.

WASSERMAN aprears to be a most odd
character and the interviewing officer gained
the impression that he is, as you suggested in
your original letter, very considerably under the
influence of Kenneth de Courcy.

Colonel T.E,St.Johnston, C.B.E,,
County Police Hesdquarters,
HUTTON, Preston,

LANCASIIRE,
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TEL: Whitehall 9400, Copies to Room 055,
Ext: 393. ., S.L.B, M, Hill,

"'ﬁ'{lv\‘. A PR
CONHIDENT

% »3H

P.F.41,930/B2B/AFB, 20th May, 1953,

G.A, VWasserman, Enq,,
7, Astell Mcuse,
Astell Street,
Lonéon, S.,W, 3,

P S .

Dear Sir,

I understand that you and your wife have certain
informetlon eoncerning the recent activities of “rnst
Tellweber, a member of the East Cermen Administretion,
wilch may be of interest to the authorities,

If this is the cese, my department would
appreciate an cpportunity of discussing this metter
with you end lirs, Wasserman, end would be grateful if
you wouléd write to the addrese or telephone the number
at the nead of this letter with a view to arranging an
appointment,

Normal interviewing hours are;

Monday to Friday 10 a,m, = 4 p.m,
Saturday 10 a,m, = 12 a,m,

but arrengements could, if necessary, be made at other
times to suit your convenience, Y

Yours faithfully,

SAMEIREAITIA |
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8. Form 81 /rev. 1.52.

EXTRACT.

Extract for File No. : —a—.: R -‘.‘..1 d-. — Nnmo -\{QIJIJ.!.{ ‘,T‘T‘Ip.

Original in Filo No. :*SEF.-.412/General. . ... —..Borial 1. 2344......Vol ;.45 Recoipt Date: 28slke53e

.. Undor Ref :. oevssssassans samasmascs Dated : 1 7 ) !!-- 53 .

Original from : e

Extracted on: .20 eDe03e- by :--H.n_.,G:...._____ﬂ______ Section: R ,6 °

Copy of letter re,. WOI.L’BEBER

Please refer to your letter SE 412/beneral/'3 1.B/NLM of 17th April and
to our telephone conversation of last week about Ernst WOLLWEBER's activities.

As I told you, has now discovered that the

original source of the information we passed to you in our letter of 8th
April is suspect and that we must presume that the whole story

has been fabricated for the benefit of the press and ourselves.,

Nevertheless, in view of WOLLWEBER's past history and the fact that hlS
present activities in Eastern Germany are not to be explained by his overt
function, we should be grateful for any comments you may have, either on our
report or on the press items in the Sunday Graphic and the Sunday Chronicle

of 1st lMarch, which might help us to clarify the matter.

include thslme of the file owner
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ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION |
3 (4) OF TH_E__F_’LJBUC RECORDS
ACT 1958 ~JANLALY 2005
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COUNTY POLICE HEADQUARTERS
SECRET. HUTTON - PRESTON
AT NECTASSEHNITRE

PRESTON 4811.

Your ref. : 7
PF. Lll%l_BO/D.D. ELEPHONE

2th April, 1953,
My dear \.;'DWH. : 21 s a 1953

Many thanks for your letter of the
22nd April, 1953, and for the information you
have given me in reply to my letter to you of
the 3rd March, 1953, with which I sent you
some information I had received indirectly
from George Wasserman.,

I am interested to know that you
do not think Wasserman's information is of
much value.,

I do agree, however, that in order
to clear the matter up you might find it useful
to have Wasserman interviewed but I do emphasise
that you should,'at the same time, see his wife
who is a much more balanced woman than her
husband and I think she would, in any case, be an
interesting contact for your department to have
as she is frequently travelling abroad and has
some interesting associates on the Continent.

Yours 40?4,
R %"E‘*L—7 |

D, White, Esqe.s C.B.E
Box No. 500,

Parliament Street-r B.O.,
LONDON, S.W.le
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PF.41930/D,.B. 22nd April, 1953.

(L-—-. A.ﬁ«\ Q),J{L\Mg’]sh}

Pleaspe refer to my letter dated 6th Mareh, 1953
concerning George WASSERMAN, -

WASSERMAN'e letter has now been examined in the
light of our records on the WOLLWEBER organigation and
we are left with the impression that his allegations are
not really substantially founded, It is true that there
have been a number of incidents during recent months
aboard British ships both in port and at sea which have
resulted in damage to the vessels concerned, "hile at
lesst one of the incidents mentioned by WASAERMAN is
thought to have had sccidentel origins and a second took
place in a vessel at sea snd is hence unlikely to have
been the work of an agent in the Seamen's or Dock Workers'
Unions, some of the damage has undoubtedly been delliberate.
Thie has however not been established as the work of a
systematic sebotage orgaenisation or even of Commmnists,

WOLLWEBER'e post war re-sppearance in the Communist
ehipping world has naturally aroused the intereet of the
press, certain sections of which have also linked him with
shipping incidentes of the kind deseribed by WASSERMAN,

It provides in fact a convenient peg upon which to hang any
"aet of sabotage", including accidents and esets committed
by disgruntled seamen and dock workers,

I may add that we have examined certain press reports
~ concerning other alleged activities of WASSERMAN'S and
" heve found them baseless,

In order to dispose of the matter, however, we feel that
it would be worth while asking WASSERMAN for the sources
of hie information. Do you think thies is the right thing
to do and, if so, would you have any objection to our
interviewing him on the basis of the letter you sent us¥

Eiyvvvh$n~ﬂcc441(,l 3

D Q& WHIT &

Colonel T.E, 8t, Johnaton, C.B.%.,
County Police Headquarters,
Hutton, Preston,

Lancashire,
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Original in File No. :Qé?n_.:.i-j fj/ G‘Cnera]v St

Original from :

The National Archives' reference KV 2/3054

EXTRACT.

s Berials230Z yol :.....,.f!.-.....Rccoipt Date:

eI AT S SR CLISTOWICE T TSRS 0 s i Sl s AOLEE I RPN .

-..Under Ref:.... Dated :

by ;—lie (s Bection;

Extracted on: .2«

Copy of letter, and extract from enclosed report,

. re. Soviet inspired sabotage of British shipping,

mentioning WOLLWEBER.

include the name of the file owner
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on Soviet in-

spired sabotage of British shipping.

this report is for

your information only, and should you consider taking any action on it would
you please refer to us beforehand.

we should appreciate

your views on the recport as well as any traces you may have .on the persons
mentioned. Ernst WOLLWEBER is of course already well known to you.

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
3 A_fl) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
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8. Form B81/rav. 1.62.

BB 0 2 O L N s e e cesesaosermtoesaustcarnssetwetssuetteiatastaessucse JENLERYIL 16 svetbenestsstod ot iscusionsrineaytomes tiatonsmvimtme e s s et foe e L PN
Original in File No. :*.....
Original from : i — SENESRSUEEN 0, 1+ () 9 1 121 &

X b raatad s on o by :

inolude the name of the file owner

* If the original is in the file of an individual

EXTRACT.

L N g (el e Y o] e IV00BIPE Davte :

Dated :

Bection;

ixt No: 2665
18th March, 1953.

EASTERN GERMANY / U.K.

——

C-a"..'.

— ———

SOVIET INSPIRED SABOTAGE OF BRITISH SHIPPING

i The activities of the Soviet sabotage group directed before the war by
Ernst WOLLJEBER is well-known to the Security Services of all countries.

A description-of this group's activity appeared inter alia in Jean Valtin's
book, "Out of the Night". WOLLWEBER is believed to have resumed his pre-
war activity in this connection and this fact has been known to the Belgian
authorities for some time.

225 It seems likely that it was this group that was responsible for the
recent wave of incendiarism in British ships. This belief is supported by
the following ptece of information:

"There are 11 sabotage schools in Lastern Germany directed by
WOLLWEBER. -Of these schools, two are concerned exclusively
with training agents for work in England. These schools are
at Goldberg and Warin respectively."

L 20 BN B I B B B

gkl el
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ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
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Note for File.

Ernst WOLLENWEBER.

This man returned to Germany from Moscow

in 1946, In 1952, we learned that he had been
Shipping Director of the German Economic Commission
since 1949. He is at the moment the subject of a B.2.B
investigation into reports that he is the brains behind
an organization for the Soviet Zone of Germany for
training British Comunists at "sabotage" centres,

N.B. The above note was sent
to B.4.D. as a comment on their
report in SF 411/Germany, ref.
15/3933 dated 24.1.53.

B.1.B.
g.hoSSO
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22

PR 141930/D, B,

& 6th March, 1953.

M nanks for your
letter of 3rd "NMarch enclosing
WASBERMAN's letter about VOILVEBER,

This is only sn interim
reply to tell vou thet we have
nothing sgeinst WACORRMAN, We
have considersble records of
WOLLIYEER, which are being studied
in commection with your letter,
end I will let you know what we
think sbout this story ne soon
a8 nosaible.

@ > miau,

Colenel T,.E.8t,Johnston, C.B.E,,
County Police Hesdguarters,
Hutton, Preston,

LANCASHIRE, \\P
NS

— 4
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COUNTY POLICE HEADQUARTERS

ERSONAL. Unwfj HUTTON - PRESTON
%_w.)' vt LANCASHIRE

M,‘—’ (~ l'eLerHONE: PRESTON 4811.

5rd March, 19535.
Ct el : :

Dear Dick,

Mrs., S. Russell-Cooke, who is a sister-in-law
of Jasper Harker, has received a letter from a friend
of hers called George Wasserman alleging that the
recent fires in ships in this country are, probably,
the work of a sabotage gang. I enclose a copy of this letter,

I wrote to Mrs., Russell-Cooke to ask her
to let me have some information about George Wasserman
and she has now replied to say that he is a German Jew
who left Berlin and came to this country about 1936 to
start his own banking business. On the outbreak of War,
he joined the Forces and became naturalised as soon
as possible after 1945. He has been in business making
and selling electric lawn mowers but, recently, has
given that up and is now acting as a "middle-man" for
various foreign concerns.

He is married to a woman who is Alsatian by
birth and who, I understand, did some extremely good
work when attached to the U.S. Forces in France
and Germany.

Mrs. Russell-Cooke says that George Wasserman
is clever and astute; madly pro-British and anti-communist
but I gather that Jasper Harker did not have a very high
regard for him,

The Wassermans have, in the past year, been
on a long tour through Germany and have collected,
I understand, some interesting facts about the Neo-Nazi
movement.

Mrs, Russell-Cooke is of the opinion that 1t
might well be worth while interviewing both Mr. Wasserman
and, particularly, Mrs. Wasserman for whom lMrs. Russell-
Cooke has a high respect.

I understand that George Wasserman has a great
belief in Kenneth de Courcy which I do not think you will
regard as a very good recommendation.

I leave it to you to do what you think best
with this information,

As, however, I am likely to meet George Wasserman
from time to time, I would be glad to know, in confidence,
at a later date, whether or not you think there is anything
in his information so that I can Jjudge the veracity of
any other story he may tell me..

Yours

4%&4.
= sxrgger«LQ

D. White, Esq. 9 C.BOE. 5
Box No. 500,

Parliament Street B,O.,
LONDON, S.W.1l,.
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COPY, 7, Astell House,
Astell Street,

G.A. WASSERMAN, London, S.W.3,
Flaxman 1148,

2lst February '53.
Dear Mel,

Repetition of statements is either boring or
serves a purpose, This one I have repeated so often, that
it probably comes under both headings.

After I was demobbed in Oct. 45 I told your
brother in law at a lunch we had that the burning of some ship
had been the work of Ernst Wollweber, Since that time nothing
has changed. ©Since the beginning of this year Ernst Wollweber's
boys in the seaman's unions have again been quite active and
can claim the following:

"Antarctic Ocean" in Hamburg, "Empress of Canada"
the two "Queens" the carriers "Triumph" "Warrior" "Indomitable™
"Centaur" etc,

Ernst Wollweber, born in-1898, secretary of state
in Mr, Pieks East-German government, is head of the technical
school of the ministry of transport, Dept. shipping, Official
name : "Fachschule des Verkehrsministeriums, Abteilung Schiffahrt",
This is the official, Kremlin sponsored sabotage school of the
Komintern., This school is located in LADEBOW near Stralsund.,
He lives in Berlin-Iehnitz. After the first world war he was
trained in Moscow and founded the "ship-sabotage centres"
in Copenhagen and Stockholms; These centres '"specialised" in the
sabotage of ships which had been bought by the Franco government
during the civil war, Wollweber is and has been for some time a
Soviet citizen and returned to East-Germany with the "allied"
occupation troops, i.e. the Russians, He is and always has been
in contact with his local stooges by W.T. and gives all his
orders by this means, Every fire in any ship belonging to an
allied nation has been since '45 and will be for ever after the
work of the Comintern through Wollweber in LADEBOW,

If I say for ever after, I mean of course as long as
the Comintern fights its cold war against the freedom loving
nations, It should be guite clearly understood that from Ladebow
also other activities are organised such as strikes ete. etc. It
is the main centre for all these activities. No doubt all this is
known to the powers who deal with investigating these fires, but
I thought this might be another good opportunity to go on record.

Please ack. receipt of this letter,

Love to you David
Yours as ever,

(SIGNED) GEORGE W,

© Crown Copyright
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Special Branch,
New Scotland Yard;—-

LONDON, S.W.I

5rd Merch, 1953.

L, -~
ARAUAS
<4 ® L

I enclose a copy of a report regarding the call

at this office of two journalists employed by the "Sunday
Chreniclicts I aw having a few enquliles made in an
endeavour to 1oentLiv the Wonan tJoan" but I ahould be

grateful for your conments pn the matter.
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CLT

- §;B. No. 1. (Flimsy) 'METROPOLITAN POLICE

THIS IS A COPY
® CRGHAL COCUVENT FETANED | specans. amavon
Special Report IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
3 (4) OF THE PU UBLIC RECORDS

ACT 1958 . Na\[ 2.00% :
AT R ay i’

< PEL63957 i

Callers.  ~ A%_3, 45, et to-day,Conrad PHILLIl-Ja

: ..|James G. CANPﬁ4LL, two Jjournalists employed by the

"Sunday Chronicle" called at this office and were
seen by Detective Sergeant Wood and myself. They
held respectively Precss Passes numbered 865 and 732
Reference to Papers | isgued by the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis
expiring 318t October, 1953, and said that they had
~lbeen sent along by the Editor of the "Sunday Chronicle"

to give some information emanating from Germany:

SUBJECT

They then produced a cablegram received
from Antony TERRY, the foreign correspondent of
Mercury-Kemsley Foreign News Service in Berlin,
reading as follows:

"A dance band crooner by the code name
of 'Joan' working in a dance hall in London's
dock area, is said to be a contact for 'Red’
sabotage agents in Britain. Information
smuggled straight out of Eastern Germany by
German 'M.I.5' agents and said to be sufficiently
important to have been transmitted immediately
to Bonn 1is believed to tie up with recent
outbreaks of sabotage on British ships.

"British communistes are being trained in
"sabotage centres' in the Soviet Zone of Germany
in the methods of how to destroy British merchant
ships and Royal Naval vessels by causing
mysterious fires and explosions.

"A 54 year o0ld.S trained German by
the name .of \Ernst WOLLWEB (is the brains
behind the organisation. He 1s said to have
been the person responsible for the sinkings
of German, Japanese and Italian ships during
World War 11. One school is at Lake Schwerin,
about 25 miles from the Baltiec port of Wisman,
and another is at Warin, in the northern part
of the Soviet Zone. WOLLWEBER is described

as the head of the East German Transport
P.-52-48010/20: w112 (2) Ministry but this is said to be mainly a cover
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Page No. o,

for hie real job of organising a 8py net
work throughout the world.

"At the end of the course last Novembe*,
96 British Communist seamen and 18 dockyard
workers were passed out as 'fully trained fér -
dockyard sabotage’' and sent to the United
Kingdom via Holland.

"Journeys to and from the Soviet Zone
are\usually. made with false papers and undef
cover names. ;| According to German secret
agents' records some dre listed as "HAZZARD'| ,
"SOLDER" and YBAKER'". Their task was to
report to a dance hall in London's dock are%
for instructions which were to be given by
'Joanl .ll :

The callers were thanked for their informs
and stated their intention of continuing enquiries
with a view to obtaining a story for tomorrow's edi
of the "Sunday Chronicle'.

Search has been made in Special Branch
registry with the following results:

Ernst WOLLWEBER. According to Special
Branch file 320/FNS/156, a person named Ernst or
Ernst Friedrich or Anton WOLLWEBER @ WOLLENWEBER @
CHRISTENSEN @ SCHMIDT was under notice in June, 193l
when M.I.5 stated that he was the Chairman of the
General Section of the International of Seamen -
and Harbour Workers; Hame Office circular S.C.8406/
W.338/H.0. dated 29.3.1938 described him as =
prominent German communist born 29.10.1898 at
Hannoversch-Munden, who in March, 1937 was employed
in the Trade Union Department of the Central Committ
of the German Communist Party -in Paris. WOLLWEBER
had been refused leave to land at Harwieh on 8634
wh in possesgion pf a Norwegian passport in the ndme
ofggagnvald JogAﬁﬁﬁgszné-

A further circular under the above referepce
number was issued by Home Office on 8.9.51 regardin
VWOLLWEBER in which he was said to be Under Secretsa
of State for Shipping and employed by '"Deutsche-
Wirkschaftskomission'; he was listed as a prominent
German communist and one ef the key figures in
Communist Seamen and Harbour Workers, working in
Berlin under Soviet auspices. Home Office directe
that he should not be granted a visa nor allowed to

land in the United Kingdom, end that M.I.5 should b

informed by telephone of his arrival.
( s.B. files 371/51/%1 and 371/51/86 refer).
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The other persons mentioned in the cablegram,
"Joan", "HAZZARD", "SOLDER", and "BAKER" cannot be
_ identified in the indices. (It seems, improbable that
"HAZZARD" is identical with A.G. HAZZARD of 238 westcott
Crescent, V.7, included in a list of members of the Ealing
Branch of the Communist Party in March, 1943 - S.B. 371/52/110
refers, copy of report sent to M.I.5).

Of the Journalists responsible for this information,
there is no trace in Special Branch records of TERRY and

but /Con P S,/ vho had been described in
September, 19£; b§?§‘5g%#§§?s Party member as a "real
communist!, was reported on by police on 10.7.1944 a8 a
good all round journalist holding definite left wing views,

usually assoclating at the Press Club with commnists or
those with communist sympathies. (S.B. LO2/L4/766 and

MeIeH 203,951!?23/%0. refer) .
e e D
SN =

Inspectore.

AL INMENT DETAIN D
DULGUNICIN H':TH.;T\-.E
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e

-
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si'e 111‘)_5E } { i )
t\."':t\’i,i:ﬁj-f RCIMANN J
P'e Ro 419 30( HOLLWIBER ) v
‘el e JFZS?{M Uldj L L 31‘ /
Ve i'e 49525 DAHL )

e e 157063( 441

o e 46249 FOLLENS
P, fi%/‘(-T-J_)

"o -v”"_}f\ Yo i

1*1 ;-j" i MANY J

o P .I1/GERMANY/9 5 November, 1952,
L.8,

You may
I2ERG,

aathor

~l.a:; I.v..‘"-

21 5l
JLnalLT
el —
el

.?. =t

i%, and

man of
24 June,

Jou widl return the pamphlet
CUPpy we Rave, e shell zlso be ]

our* tzptative idwmmtifriesiions,

Tours sincerely,

THIS IS A COP
ORIGINAL DOCUMEN .-Y NFED
QG Coclhe T e
Enclosure, § O thF THE PUBLIC P\ELCUDD I

PR g qu s b om o ow .1 T 708 b ) A'NU S 25()8‘

i/ wiile
————
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Extract from pamphlet entitled "Der Apparat - Stalin's Funfte Kolonne",
filed at 36a in P.F. 46219/WOLLENBERG.

P.F. 41930,

Ernst WOLLWEBER.

s o 3 I AR i R, TR ABEETY

Was a member of the First M., School in Moscow,
Leader of the "Diversions-apparat" (sabotage organisation)
which was started in 1941. Former Communist Reichstag
Deputy. At present Deputy Director General of sea and inland
navigation in the Soviet Zone of Germany.

Officially WOLLWEBER is only Deputy Director General
of sea and inland navigation in the German Democratic
Republic, but the result, as is well known to all, is that
what is on one side of the Iron Curtain, a Government Dept.,
is on this side, a secret service. Thus the centre of the
activities of the "0ld Diversion specialist " (i.e. WOLLWEBER)
lies not in the Germen Democratic Republic, but in the Federal
Republic and especially in Bremerhaven, the biggest disembar-
kation port of the U,S. army. In Bremerhaven no ship's cargo
can be unloaded without WOLLWEBER being informed of the

smallest detail, whether it is arms, munitions, previsions, or
the personnel.

WOLLWEBER was responsible for the Hamburg dock strike
in 1951 .

The above pamphlet deals with the activities of personalities, Directors
and deputy directors of the Military Police, who still play a leading role
in the Hierachy of the German Communist Party and state organisations.
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Coh.2./PF 41930

H.M. Chief Inspector,
Tiomigration Pranch,
iiome Office,

WOLLENVEBER E,F, or A.
S.C. 8406,

May the additional alias of WOLLHUBER
please be added to the above circular,

26th April 1952.

PSJ/JIC.

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED |
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION |
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
ACT 1958 Darew a2y Zons ]
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In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

Secret.

i 4930

Mis
32

T anologise for the delay in replving to vour PR. 41930/R3.1.BAIJFR

._,){.1._51 '_:1_-'_f11'-".*"_ 1 c}.»,'}_o

rd of LUND r'*).:ﬁlE;“?"V'-f*?"‘]: ]‘-‘""35"( Rt

T\ KOTWT Klvas mentioned in various enorts on allered Commumist
sdtivity in SCANDINAVIA, to which T have reflerred in previous

esplonage
letters. T have now discovered a note in our file to the effect that

sndinavien anthorities eventually reached the conclusion that

the Sca
these revorts were the nroduct of one source's imagination. Tt

Lthat thev evidently did not tell their Dutch Friends,

e A

Vv,
We also have traces Of

-

YENO ’71]“'1*0 appears from our records to have
e r —

maginakion of A certaigfRoger HEMIGESHY The latter's

ng' existed only in the im &
""?"8’ career has demonstrated the correctness or Yelrian police report on him

L e . s ) oyt + T T - m o . . \ v 4+ he
in 1935, in which he was described as "a brageart, liar, umworthy of the
, N l..}.,:,;-\ﬂnter.n

nlc

\-
) o e
? e Lr:]_jif-'ni'ecff' cont dence and a romancer

.l
¥PD member

a mention oi }' AP MILNTC ] o Jewlsh merchant and Kl
RRUSSREIS in 1946 through the agency of CALPO.

CD%S; rm ‘('JW“ m, renatriated from BRUSSHIS 1n L1394 : ‘ -

\ & \ g Yours sincerely,

H.0.16./11.46.

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED \i
WJDEJaRvanﬂ‘UfDER SECTION
3 (4) OF THE PU EUCRECORDS‘
ACT 1938 ) A uARY 10T
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o O AP
3. I'orra 81 SECRE

\ } Lden A

EXTRACT.

Ixtract for File No.: P'F'}+1930.

...................................................................... Name :

: on twenty-three cases of R.I.S. activity
in Sweden from 1940-42 - re WO LLFNWEBER,

IS A COPY
OR‘.G‘-?IEI%OCUMENT RETAINED |
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION |
3 (4) OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS
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244424408
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.
~mIrred
curred
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Secret. In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

1

S

|
dated 18,9451 ,

2 fase-

A TF 41,730
Dear Migy i%ﬂlﬂée, 24'3051‘ '

Reference your PF.41930/B1B/MJEB of 21.8.51. —//2a

In 1949

i | on most of the individuals listed in
your letter. Comparison of the reports, which dealt mainly
vwith alleged international illegal Commmnist activity, sugges-
ted that they all emanated from a single source, possibly the
ta&yyo [ Kerl BARGSTADTjwho is second on your list and who deserted the
KPD for the SPD in the summer of 1948. Early in 1949
' gave us a copy of BARGSTADT's account of

his past Commmnist activities, This was of historical interest
only but concluded with the statement that BARGSTADT was convinced
that the post-war Communist organisation in Scandinavia was
similar to the one in operation before the war (i.e. WOLLWEBER,
the ISH etc,) BARGSTADT's report also circulated in Germany
and it seems probable that he was endeavaring to cash in on his
past, since there was nothing to suggest that he was well in-
formed on post-war Communist activity. We have no more recent
information on him and there is nothing to suggest that his
breach with Comrmnism was not complete, According to his owm
. account he was imprisoned by the NKVD from June 41 - May 42

and his wife died in Saratov gaol early in 1942. 7Kurt Hermann
Rudolf ADAM,is mentioned in reports referred to above.

®

\.
F. 1 g o [Alfred Enil BuV]is identical with the Alfred BEIN mentioned
g in tie "Purple Primef™. Considered by us in 1945 as a hopeless
psychopathic case and a liar. BEIN was arrested by the Danes
in 1947 for illegal frontier crossing and again in 1949 for
burglary. On the second occasion he denounced HENTGES to the
Danes as a Soviet agent.

\

OVEI'eevcese

H.0.16./11.46.
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In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

(2)

{F 1464t

4 g‘ Heinrich Gustav Wilhelm BUHR/{ was mentioned in the reports
referred to in pars 1. above, probably because of his activities
in Scandinavia and Spain after 1933.

We have fairly full information on his past. In 1932 he
owned two long distance haulage concerns in Hamburg; since 1945
he has apparently tried to reactivate his transport business,
and has visited Hamburg from Swéden for this purpose. He has
relative M urg and during a visit there in 1950 saw
fiﬁafberfrv "R,\ of the SPD, to whom he had previously written
“Tasking for admission to the SPD., WEHNER remained convinced
that BUHR was still & Communist., During this visit BUHR also
contacted Heinz PRIESS, chief editor of the KPD Volkszeitung,
with whom he was believed to have discussed the fate of other ex
members of the International Brigade. According to the German
Police BUHR gave the impression of having abandoned all contact
\Wwith the XPD, with the exception of PRIESS.

r , {F 146731 G

_ ’E%lbert August Heinrich FLEISCHEﬁTiB carded in Gestapo
records as an informent from 1943 onwards. Head of the E.

: Ressort of the KPD AM Apparat in Hamburg area in 1933.

A7 TS Ty
[Hugo GILL.] One of the leading Communists in Hamburg

7

'since 1946. ppointed second chairman of KPD Hamburg in Feb 51.
\

PFi1g63nd
~  [Rolf Konrad HAGGE.] In 1949 head of Abteilung Grenzpolizei
und Bereitschaft, Land Mecklenburg. In 1949 we received various
reports (including those referred to in para 1. above) which
suggested that HAGGE was engaged in intelligence activities,
\but the¥ were never confirmed,
Frge3b 0FI1g622s |

» -{Karl HOFFMANN and Lothar Theodor HOFFMANN Jboth featured
prominently in the reports referred to in pare 1, above.

We have been unable to identify Karl. Lothar is reported to.
have been turned by the Gestapo in 1941; an unconf'irmed report
stated that he rejoined the KPD in 1946, when he was in Hamburg.
In August 1950 he was reported to be an active member of a
\Communist discussion group in Copenhagen,

r

OVEI's s ssse

H.0.16./11.46.
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Secret.

In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

(3)

) SINETA
[Johannes JENSEN.] No further information.
U 7463
[Stegha.n ORSI& .] No further information. We have only

one Mention of him and cannot confirm the details given by the
Dutch,

\ §€ 1¢-L3%i
~ [ Walter SKOTAREK,

Reports that he was engaged in intelligence
work were investigated by Intelligence Division in 1949/50 and
could not be confirmed. SKOTAREK was Orgleiter of the XPD in
Duisburg in 1950 but there is no evidence that he acted as
\CLia.ison between Belgian, Dutch and German couriers.

eF 146733
+ [Gustav Karl STANNEK [was reported

in 1949 as a known Commnist who was living quietly in Landskrona
and was not observed to take part in any Commnist activity.

N Prea3ss

- [Hans Heinrich Hermann STUDT]( real name STUTM We have no
recent information. STUT was still in Sweden in March 1948.

He had been repatriated to Germeny in 1946 but had returned to
\Sweden in February 1948.

It is probable that the Dutch obtained some of their

information from one or other of the Scandinavian services,
f particularly in the case of HOFFMANN.

Yours sincerely,

Miss M.J.E.Bagot M.B.E.

M.I.5

H.0.16./11.46.
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Immigration Branch
Home Off'ice.

Reference the above mimites The oversi-r?

is regretteds May the latest details
&8 conteired i
%zr afgg.ft circular please be added &e an addmdm:d t;n

We agree with your proposed new coding (SHA)

!h!hﬁ&iiﬁtﬁ&uﬁﬂgzklﬁiﬁ.
31st August, 1951,
PSJ/P1B

B i e — S ————

From H.0. file 7,338

MoLe

-

WOLLWERER is alreadythe subject of a gating
circular issued on 290338 which anvears to have
been overlooked,

For observatinns nlease.

(sgde) «e CHINCHEN

(e —— =

THIS IS A COPY
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i Copies for: PF.146,577. (KAPITULEO)
_ PF. 146,610, KOTWIAK;

= on’ o’ FFo146,347. (LEUKERT
SECRET PF.146,618. (LUND)
PF.146,612, (YEMOFF)
B

b1 S«

a

PPals1950/Det o« D{IJIB)

A1 Le
In continuaticn of iy letter PFe41930/Bet¢B(lJEB), the following

are further brief case histories provided by the Dutch for entry in the
Gelei'e Black Idst:e

i TEIULEG, Josephs @ KAPITULIMIK @ KAPITULEC,

.‘-:u:ﬁ;ai&n.

Sirn: 25411405 Lutowis, _

arief case histery: Wes formorly affilisted to the "Spartacus Association”
in Geruany. Travelled with a mission to Russia, where ho perfopued
scervtarial vork for the communist party. Is said to have been
People's Condsear in the Ceucssus. Returned thereafter to Germany e
nracoped in ‘!95{} to Belgium, wus arrested by the Pelgien Police (in
Brussels) in 1937 on charge of fleifying passports and identity cards,
and of’ recruiting volunteers for the Spanish Red Ammy, Prob bly also
velonged . the WULLWEBER Organisation. In 1945 ho went clandestinely
to Gemneny, where he is supossd to stay at present st 37 gisheiligen=
stragse 37, Cologne, Ehrenfeld,

’.';).'.-E»K' Kurt.

ol casoc history: Is a former K.p.U. functicnary. Is pobably eppointed
to the Russian Commercial Delegation in Co erhegen (pussibly o COVET') o
«as seid to be the Maison-man in 1949 for the commnist contact with
fiel and Halmo.

Swodish,

Drief case history: ltas formerly of Russian netionality; is now a
noturalised Swede. Vas in 1940 eprointed to the Russian B.bassy in
otockhola, and was in 1949 employed by the Russian Zmbasgy in Copenhagen.
In said {0 have sent a mossage via Flensburg to Gemany by courior, in
eagocieation with C. H. IUID, oonteining perticulars ebout commercial
atatistics, the feelin: o' the population of Sweden, <o well &= o nlan
for the posts of agents, He is elso regamded as the lsdpon-ofiicer
between the Embassies in Sweden end Denmaxik cm the one side ani the
secrotaries to the commumnist p rties on tho othore

iiiidl, Celius Rosagrer,

Danish,

-kiﬂl: 15.11.0?. Ska.t‘upo ' :

Jricl case history: Sinve 1933 affiliated to Denish Commnist Party. leader
o1 the causunist publishing house “Tiden® in Copenhagen.

Y20VFe @ PERMIB @ LASKY @ PuR ICIER. ‘ /

fussicn,

dricl case history: lias first uilitery attache in Paris. Was transforred to
Stoeckholn in January, 1947 Is sup;osed to be le:der of the Russiean Caainforuy
“ection West in Stockholm, the foliowing countries coming within his Section:
sweden, lomvay, Dennmark, Holland, Belgiunm, France, Englend, We Geumany end

Itl\.ly.
AG A\
Yours sincor-ly, \OV ’é\
M. J. E. BAGOT. AR A

e LU
or Akhben
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s [
&L .,.;a N &LT

Copies in: PF.146313 (ADAM) PF. 146326
PIr. 146330 EBARGSI‘AD.L) PF.146325
PR, 146214 (BEIN PF. 14632 (
P’F.1L..6217E PF. 146334 (KORSKI
PF. 14631, (FLEISCHER) PF.146331 (SKOTAREK)
PF.146315 %GILL) PF. 146332 ( STANNEK)
PF. 146328 (HAGGE) PF. 146333 (STUDT)

*_..z,.*: )501 Bats B( 1 21 August, 1951.

n-._‘__

The following sre arong the brief case historlies provided
by the Lutch for entry in the 5.7.C. Black List:-

ADAM, Furt Hermann Pudelf, @ POML, Kerl Otto (born 1.1%.03. Vienna)

German, B

Borp: 2e11.03. Stewtin.

Prief case history: Since 1520 affiliated to the ¥.i1.0D, Pirat lived
in Germany. Fled in 193% %o Tussis. Vent in 1937 via Finland
and Sweden to Uopenhagen, where he reported on December 19, 1937
as comnunist refugee. Travelled on o false Austrisn passport
in the pame of Farl Ottc FOHL (see alias), Fled in 1543 from
Denmark $o Jweden, returning to Demmark after the Cerman
capitulation. Attended the Lewnin School. Was in 1945 reported
as an ageut of the K,P,D. in Copenhagen.

BaiGSTADD, Karl, @ JACOB @ KARET, @ GERARD.
GeXman.

frief case history: Before 1933 organisation leader of the Communist
Farty in Hamburg, Worked with the WOLLAEEER Organisation when
ataying in liolland. He was technical leader. Made borbs and
experimented with bomb models., Vas probebly never arrested by
the Germans, and is supposed to be in famburg at present.

BEIN, Alfred mil.

Geman %

Dora: 13.12421., VOpenhagen.

Brief case history: vas {a"obably in the war) sentenced in Sweden to
14 months ' imprisonment on charge of espionage. <ince then he
has had contact with members of the “OLIWEBER Organisation. Vas
arrested in 1946 io Pelgium on charge of illegally enterin" the
country. During his confinement he ot into contact with HENTGLS,
Roger Frederic lene, with whom he agreed to work for the Rlussian
Intelligence Cervice. Received money in 1947 for informaticn
furnished to HERTGES, On 23.4.49 expelled from Denmark o Germany.
4bout May 1949 he lived at 14b, Rehlings uber Lindau, Todensee,
Germany. iie then told that he had the chance of passing the Swiss
frontier.

BUHR, Heinrich Gunther Vilhelwn.
irobably ‘erman.
Born: 11.1.06., Hamburg.
brief case history: “eni as politicel refugee to Demmark on 44.10.54h.
‘dsseu the Danish frontier il1egally, in which he was probably
ssisted by the L.R.H. On 19.3.35 the I.R.H. reported that BUHR
leit Lenmark for liorway., from 1;). 336 till 22.8,36 he was back
in Uemmark on his way to Spain. He was then travelling om a
Swedish alien's passport. ¥Whern returning from Upain he settled
in ‘weden, where he was employed as a driver by the firm of “iden
& Co, He was also affiliated to the I.R.1l. In the spring of 1947
he was said o be forming ap illegal organisation in Sfockholm and
Goteborg. In that time he also intended to rum a coach line from
Sweden to GCermany. Jwryer™
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FLEISCHER, Albert August Heinrich.

Germun 7
Zorn: 25.4,03., ¥lenshurg,

Erief case history: (ame to Demnark in 1933 as political refugee
from Germany, ‘Is said to .have worked in the Al Apparatus in
Germany. Yias in 1937 employed Ly a Czech travelling agency
at 15 Holnenskanal, Copenhagen. This ageucy was later con-
.verted into the "Bornholns Purisidurean® {(prodbably a cover
organisation), FLEISCHER became manager of this firm in 1945,
In 1947 the "A.G. Trospektion" was formed at the same address.

- e - ?)‘1 .'."' -l o ". 3 s A ,.'.‘.." y L2k ( y 4
ief case history: Report deted 1949: GILL-is in the leadership
,-ofth’ K ¥ Dy in Hmnburs, ‘He t0ld that the 'Party-muld try
%0 send three 'agenta:tn--nenmk, vwhere: L2, HOFFMSS ‘would
. procure a position . for them, . .°[.0 <[} Go Soino go oon

HAGCE, Rolf Fonrad.
German,

] Borﬂ: ".2,09.,,--Lallg¢nfelﬁe...,, : n N A
frief case history: Was affiliated to the K.P.D, Was before 1934
.. Probably in Leningrad,  Fled to' Demmark in 193k, wa® arvested
{ ... there op charge-of ‘illegally enteéring the country.  Lelt later
g - for lorway, but fled to Sweden on the inmvasion of the Cermans.
liere he was convicted for ship's sabotage on 28.9.41. %as a
co~operator of the WOLLVEBER orgenisation, Yas sentenced to
7 years' imprisomment, but fled in 1945 to.the Russian zone of
Germany. Fought as an officer {of the International Brigade)
in the Spanish Civil War. Thereupon followed a course for .
partisans ip Moscow. Vas ordered by WOLIZEBER in 1941 to eon-
- Guct the sabotage against two vesmels in the' port of Stockholm.
-.1s at present head of the police in Mscklenburz anc checks all
..+ kraffic acrossithe frouwtiers and the Baltic ports. =
Brief case history: Informatiop dated July 19490 HODSMANN 48 a
1 ';Wﬂtc;b{m.tﬂ b@ammior ed’i?thc-w-.ﬁpparatus.
- After the war he was sent by the Russians from Schwerin to
Warnemunde, where he was made Friminalkommissar, Is supposed
to be a link of the intelligence service with Denmark and Sweden.

+ vl et e

HOFFMANY, Lothar Theodor,

Born: 16.2,035,, Leipzig., E wordpon ' i, fgesass | .
Brief case history: Since 1926 affiliated to the K.F,D.. In 1932
. - Tollowed a course of espicnage ip Moscow.. was sentenced to
4 years!' imprisopment in Germany, but alreacy released in
. Dea. 1932, Fled in 1937 to Paris, thew Tfought in the Spanish
Civil Var, 1In Spain he was the right-haué man of Wilhelm “AISOER,
the present head of the B, Germen People's Folice.. Keturned in
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e 1 prrepe i
E_-:_‘ i ;t

e Z:.(.J

1939 to Germany, where he was an illegal worker, fleceing the

same year to Dewmarl, ¥as kanded over -to Cermany-in 1941 and

sentenced to denth. The seatonce was, however, not executed.

Horked with the A Apparatus and economic asplangge for Russia.

Returned %o Lor ,enharren in 1947, vhere he was’ charged with

building up connections ior espionage services,  Is comcerned
. with the Tradivz Co. Pv--:me}:tion (probably » cover firm).

JUNSEN, Johannes.

Cerman,

Born: 125.,6.07., Hamdurg. |

Brief case history: JUSEN is a profiessor of alomic sciénce by
profession. Cun 3.11.48. he went to Copenhagen, where he had
a room in the liotel "Kopngen af Denmark” at 17 Holmenskanal.
A few days afterwards he 1lived in ‘anothar rocm, Which was used
as an office by the trading company “T’itu:‘:i"& TICN™ “and by the
PEORNHOIMS TURIST BUREAU", which are-probably both cover firms.
Interasted in thesc f‘;.rvw e holding leadin pesitions in them
are Lothar Thedor HOFMIAY and Albert . ugus* lelprich FLUISCHER.
JAISEN lived in the offices €ill his returnm to'Germapny on 25.11 48,

1

AOREKI, Stephan, 9 SVEND.
EBrief case history: 1948, scted zs sgent for the “ussian Umbassy
io Copenhagen; hic sub-agent being one MARTINSOON; of Copenhagen.
. 16.3.49: agent of the Russion tubessy in Copéuhagen. He attends
to the parment of gl agenle in lemmark, tc their passports for
leaving and enterinz the countiry.

SEOTAREE, Waltey, - & TCOH & -HERK.
German.
Born: 1.11.1500,, Maagdenburg.
lrief case history: 1912-25: member of the German MHetal Jdorkers’ Upion.
1925-23: wenber of the ferman Uniom of ‘“orkerse in’PBuilding Trade.
1929-33: Technical leader 2f the “dote gorteﬁnnelt” '
1330: wenher of tho :
1935: fled to :iolland | u‘:.:‘rda.ﬂ.}. velped by T.R 1.
Way 1537: head of the g cuurse for emigrants in lollard.
1928: arreszted and iwierned by iLhe lutel Yolice.
190: taken over Ly the “ermapsc anc tramsported to a concentration camp.
1941: convicted for high tresson. 1945: back in ‘hudsburg.
1950: orgzanisation lzader of the r4.l.l., at Cberhausen (unmasked
Tito propagandists). Is supposed to act as accommodation address
and to form a liaison bLetween Delpian, Jutch and German couriers.

STANNEX, Gustav karl, & SBIMAR, Aurelius, (born 8.4.01,, Warschau)

irobably German.

Born: 3.1.07,, Hamburg (4ltona).

Brief case history: ¥as affiliated to the K.F.D. Fled illegally to
Denmark on 9.9,34., travelling under the name of Aurelius HEINAR
(born 8.4.09 én Warsaw). On 17.5.35 he fled from Demmark to
Jweden, where he lives at present.
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STUDT, Hans Heinrich lermano,
% BICHEL, walther Hermapn Haus (borm 25.1.1896, Hamburg)

Born_: - 13.3.1 896., liamburg.

Wife: Agda Johanne Johenssos, borm 30.9.%905.

Srief case history: after Hitler's seizing of power in Germany,

; he fled from Cermany %o Denwark, travelling under the name

of Walther Herwenn Hane LIGIEL (born 25.1.1896 in Hamburg).
Fled in 1936 from Denmark to Sweden, where he stayed $ill
1946, Returned in 1948 to Germany, where he was a .
functionary of the German Communist Party inm Hemburg in
1548, ey e

He had no previous record of any of the above mentioned
individuals. As you know, it has been agreed that the S.I.C. Elack
List cases shall be ipcluded in the Home Ufiice Suspect Index. In
making application for their dmclusicn, we have to provide a reason
for the request. Cun you help us with the above, please, as the
brief case histories seem hardly to Justify entries in the current
Hiome Cff'ice Suspect Index,

fourz sincerely,

M. J‘- .E. h&got .

THIS IS A COPY
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.
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kKindly lot we have gix omies o the rinted
cirouliare

Hrigadier . .JUachley Coohe,

Copyr $0 Comegudlor, Siosciel Brasch, e Sootlssd Zard,

pes

-

I8 {(f:}{: .
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vl
1
IMMIGRATION BRANCH,
HoME OFFICE,
PRINCETON HOUSE,

271, HicH HOLBORN,

S0, August, 1951, W.C.1

To the Immigration Officer:

W WEEER, Ernst
Entry for Suspect Index:

WOLL(EN)"ERIR, Ernst Friedrich or Anton
'S8 /i/Ge or Ru/lrades Unionist/bol/A/
e

Born: 29.10.98, Hannoversshy ifindens Naticnalitys
German or Russiane

Ocoupation: Ruapioyed by "Deutsche Wirtschaftskomiosion"
in Bast Berline Saild tv be Under-Seoretary of State for
Shipringe

Prominent German Communiste Was cne of the key
workers in Commmist Seawen and Harbour Workers, now working
in Berlin under Soviet ausnices.

Inform M.I.5 by telephone of arrival/departure and
forwerd adjdress, also information eoncerning visas and any
doguments of a political nature.

CePsde RUCK
Hele Chief Insvegtor

All Ports.

© Crown Copyright
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3 1st Aoril, 1950,

~ WOLLWEBER, the German Communist, has become
Head of the Navigation Dept. in the East German Ministry
of Transport. Before the war he was District Secretary
of the K.,P.D, for Silesia in Breslau and during the war
was Group Leader of the exiled German Communists in
Copenhagen and later in Stockholm,

R } LA0 S ”"/H'
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Report received from

on 25.7.49.

(9&9 M. /oS) :
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Sie

SUMMARY OF A REPORT )(
FROM RELIABLE SOURCE.

From general confidential enquiries in Dammark
the underfollowing has been ascertained:-
In Copenhague they are establishing ,a secret Russian
organisationywhich is a branch of the Moscow Politbueeau,
directed from Wesermunde and Swerin,

Manager of the Copenhague Office is stated to be
Lothar Theodor HOFFMANN,born at Leipzig 16.2.03 ,who is
domiciled No 180 a Noerrebrogade Copenhague.In order to
mamouflage his political doings,this man also is owner of _
an Im and Export firm called"PROSPETOR" which firm is situated
at No 15 Helmanskanaal Copenhague.
From confidential enquiries about HOFFMANN it has been seen
that on 30.3.49 he wrote a letter to a certain Herbert
Friedrich ANDREAS,born at Hamburg 1.10.14 an editor by tra-
deywho is domiciled at Amsterdam No 40 Rokin.The name of
sender was given as "HOFFMANN ¢/o NIELSEN No 180 a Noerre=-
brogade Copenhague",Investigators have not been able to
take notice of contents of letter.

From further enquiries it appeared that H,F.ANDREAS
had visited Copenhague on 7.1l.47.He called on HOFFUMRNN afopee
mentioned and he visited also the Ministry of Justice,where
he applied for permission for a stay in Copenhague for about
five days,in order to visit business connections,such as
Poul Verner Lauritz KLINGE of 223 Grund Fvigsve Copenhague.
He visited Copenhague again on 25.7.42 and reported with the
Aliens police there,giving his address as No 26 Plantage-
Middelaan Amsterdam.ANDREAS visited Mrs. Gudrun Howalt
OLSEN,of No. 10,3rd floor J.C.Brands Vej.lhis woman is
linked up with Lothar Theodor HOFFMANN.

According to informagion received ANDREAS is living somm-
where at the Hague and is known to be a member of an
International Communist Terrorist Organisation. i

All the above mentioned are seriously suspected of
making pro-Russian propaganda and also of dealing with
military and economical espionage,in Belgium,Daamimerk and
Sweden. Investigations about the above meant organisations
and persons begun ca six weeks ago,but no concrete facts
have been found at present.One link in Germany however,is
in close connection with the Communist party and supplies
fresh information regularly,but yet it is difficult to
give a general view re:-those secret organisations.

Alfred Emil BEIN,born 13.2.21 in Copenhague,has
been deported d.d. 23.4+49 re theft from Danmark to Germany.
Before he has been convicted to 14 months imprisonment in
Sweden,re:~- espionage.From that time he kept in touch with
persons of the WOLLWEEBER ORGANISATION,which during the
occupation was calle d,"ANTI GERMAN TERRORIST ORGANISATION"
In 1946 BEIN had been arrested by the Belgian Aliens police
regarding illegal entry.He was put in detention in St.PETIT
CHATEAU Brussels.There he became acquainted with Roger
Frederic Rene HENTGES,born 16.1.17 Schaerbeek,a commercial
agent by trade.HENTGES had been arre sted concerning his
pro-Russian activities,and he also had admitted to be the
leader of the OD-ZARY-DO-ZERY group,which is a small section
of the Russian Legation in Paris,Rue de Grinelle.
BEIN,before his arrest was an agent in the pay of the Russian
Intelligence group.Just before his release from prison EBIN
and HENTGES had agreed that BEIN in future would work undesr
HENTGES for the Russian Information Service.
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It has further come to light that BEIN in his residence

in Copenhagen in 1946 was visited by HENTGES,who than

was in company of Paul Tos TULIEN LA ROCHE born 31.7.20

in Antwerp,domiciled No 144/B Lose Rue de Argile- and of
Rene George TRENTEZEAWX born 8.1l.10 at Herseaux,a commer-
cial ageént by trade.Those people had been travelling Te -
tween Antwerp,Brussels,Copenhague,Oslo and Stockholm.It is
also higly possible/HEE&GES/tEEt did meet the Rusegian
YETMOFF, in Danmark as well as in Sweden.YETMOFF is szid to
be leader of the Russian Information Pureau SECTION WEST

in Stockholm,which through YETMOFF controls SWEDEN,NORWAY,
Danmark,the Western Allied Zone of Germany,The Netherlands
Pelgium and British controled countries.It has howver been
proved that HENTGES has met YETMOFF in Brussel in September
1948 and in Milan in October 19248, HENTGES was in Danmark and
in Sweden in July 1948,travelling on passport No C.0,55922
issued in Luxembourg,in the name of Robert LENZ,born 26.2.17
in Luxembourg,of Luzembourg nationality. In addition to that
he also used the names of Roger HEIN,Roger CLASEN,Alfred
BEIN,(probably identical with A.F.E.BEIN) as well as the
name Lucks o CLAESSENS. BEIN at present is said to be wor-
king in Belgium,the Surite there fore will be notified.

A certain MARION Roger, born 29.8,06 at Paris,
residing Rue de l'Echique,has been staying in the Offices
of HoFFMANN in Copenhague,.Nothing about his activities
however is known,

HERVIEU,Albert Gast on,born 28,7.1l0,residing in
Sweden, ,Stockholm or Copenhague . He has been suspected of
military espionage.and is stated to be or bo have been linked
up with 1la ROCHE mentioned before. The two brothers of
HERVIEU,named FHenri born 24,12.12 and George,born 16,3.,09
residing in Sweden do not appear in the lists of suspects.

Max DUREAU, residing Rue Hobloun 73 Brussels, is
a connection of HENTGES who uses him as a link be tween
HENTGES and the Russian Legation in Paris. There is nothing
known about his special activities in this matter.

HENTGES uses the address Avemue Voltaire at Schaer-
beek near Brussels for contacting agents. The woman living
there is said to be a sister in law of HENTGES and named
Harvelline WOUTERS.,

Ae leaders of the International Seamens Help are
mentioned &&820& Heinrich Hermann Johan RADDATZ born 2.3.09
Krefeld ,domiciled in Herne Westphalédm Germany and
MULLER George born 18.9.00 or 09 at Antwerp,probably resid '
in Danmark. S=ilors.of Rhinesghips 'are' s=ting-as coeriers
and are ectablishing contacts for the Scandinavian countries.
Round about 1933 the I.S.H. was known to be a comunist orga-
nisation with branch offices anid liuks to all countries.It
is understood that the illegal couriers-services #r< working
via the I.S.H,

The nawmegs YETMOFFyR.G+FRENTEZEAUX,~ P.G,HERVIEU,-
H.HERVIEU,-A.G.HERVIEU,-M.DUREAU , =M, WOUTERS y = GoMULLER
do not appear in the Vetherlands Card indexes.
The name MARION,appears without any christian name
he is described as senator.Pm 7.2.48 he was a member of the
CePeB. (communist Party Relgium) "CILACE".He makes propagande
petween agriculturers of the Ardennes and Marchin It is not
known whethbr he is idemtical with Roger MARION.
About HENTGES it is known that he was convicted in
Belgium to 1 year and 2 months inprisonme nt re émbezzlement
commited three times.His name appears in the Belgian police
blacklist,

us & comm.FhSNEAS BABPATZ 18 kRNBCKL poRt TYTIbET (Jebaihel
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el

gung Verfolgten des Naziregime).It has not been ascer-
tained wether this man is identical with the afore
mentioned H.H.J. RADDATZ.

The name LAROCK(without further details)
is registered as chairman of the Congres Belgian Socialist
Party,and HENRY LA ROCEE alias STEIN,born about 1922,
residing at Heide near Antwerp,is a member of the
White Brigade. It is not known whether LAROCK or
LA ROCHE are identical with the above mentioned
Poul T.J. la ROCHE.

The Hague 12,5.49,
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Secr et. In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

0"

of 8th July 1949.

'?—:\\;7\‘5\"‘“)]'; e
Dear Miss Bagdt, 27 7

0o A
i
Please refer to our of 1l3th June 49.

now informs us that the
reports referred to in our letter of avove reference have
turned out after investigation to be almost entirely based
on the fantasy of the source. The sinking of the S.S.
Kominform with all hands will therefore appear in due course
in Lloyds Gazette.

Yours sincerely,

H.0.16./11.46.

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
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SeCl'et. In rerly, state NUMBER and DATE.

dated 13th June,1949.

ﬁﬁ-“ Q- L
‘e L \. \"‘?
Dear Miss §956%, Gl

Reference your FF,L1930/B.1.b./MJEB of 30th May,1949.

a series of reports alleging an intelligence network
operating under WOLLWEBER and HOFFMANN with its base in Warnemuende, These
reports we have not bothered to pass to you as a critical analysis of them
has led us to the conclusion that they were most unreliable. It is quite
certain among other things that WOLLWEBER is still in Berlin and has not been
away from that city for anything more than 48 hours since he took over his
present post as Leiter of the Abteilung Schifffahrt in the Zentralverwaltung des
Verkehrs. The reports also reeled off all the old familiar ISH names but we
are satisfied that the allegations made against them have not been substantiated.

Ve were rather interested therefore to learn by your letter that the Danish
Press has also got holéd of the story, but a much more elaborate one, Cur reports
were confined to rather modest courier and intelligence activity in the Scandinavian
countries and. Northern Germany, but your report is painted on a much broader
canvas; we need hardly point out the absurdities of this press account of the
affair which has managed to cram nearly all the old bogies into seven paragraphs,
and in any case as you rightly point out, the fact that WOLLWEBER is described as
being in Poland casts doubts upon the whole affair,

However, we shall bear in mind this account of the S.S. Kominform,

"Battling through the Baltic on this mad June day,
With a cargo of agents

Pamphlets and armaments

For Iceland, Palestine and the U.S,A."

Iwe shall let you have those parts of it which have any

validity.

Yours sincerely,

D950 006050850

ol

Miss Bagot, N, B.E. A
DL, e e RGO

Ha 060 /10506
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Translation from Dziennik Polskif dated 10.5.49.

Under the Directlion of German Communists. \

A Comflinform Base on the Polish Coast Sends
Weapons and Secret Propaganda to *he Unlited States
and to Scandanavia.

Copenhagen, 9.5.49.

The Danish press is discussing wldely the role of Poland, as
an | Jsault' base of the Compinform for the Scandanavian countries
a the United States. The Comfinform Network in Poland calls to
mind the former organisation of the Compintern's 'agentura', and
is based on similar principles for work, WEedar 1t 1s better
organised and acts more cleverly. 5

The Danish press considers that the dlspositional centre of
the Comjfinform's secret net-work is on the coast, probably in Gdansk
or in Gdynia. The chief of thés assualt base 1s the German communist
Ernst WOLLWEBER. Before HITLER took over the government, he was a
member of the Relchstag, and after the war, during 1945 to 1948, he
directed communist work from Stockholm for the whole of Scandanavla
and Great Britain. In 1948, WOLLWEBER was expelled from Sweden and
went to Poland.

His closest collaborator 1s another German communlst, Karl
HOFFMANN. Both theése Germans are now 1ln Poland, where they have
received (Polish) nationality, and hold passports made out under
Po®dish names.

'Illegal communist 'transports' are continually leaving Gdynia
¥ Scandanavia, XsXam&x Iceland, USA, and Palestline. By this route
also a courler post 1s dispatched, as well as secret propaganda,
weapons and ComAinform agents. Thesex transports leave in part on
Polish merchant ships, and partly on cutters and trawlers of the
Polish fishing fleet, working along the Norweglan and Icelandle
coasts.

The smuggling of arms and propaganda materials, as well as the
care glven %o the "exported" agents,ls attended to by cells of ithe
secret communist net-wopk, which, in varlous countriles, come %o’ the
surfaceé under cover of ordinary commerclal companies, very offen of
a mixed character, for instnpce:- Norweglan - Czech, Swedlsh = Pollsh,
and so on. These cells are, simultaneously, centres of Russlan
‘esplonage, and collect for Russian's use not only information of a
military character, but also all informetlon concerning XEREEXENXXZAX
xr® State institutlons and offices, as well as important branches of
i1ndustry.

Branches of the secret communist net-wygcks are sown through all
the most important ports. The Danish press holds that the Comminform
net-work possesses agents 1n Scandanavia and in Great Britailn, placed
in what ea® e described as key poslflions.

be political refugees @morn Poland or from other Satelite countries,

and often try to awaken cenfidence in this roles by smuggling themselves
over on ships, as Sllegadipassengers. But as a rule such agents @o

not remaln long in' Sweéden er in Denmark, and affer obtaining documenis,
depart feether to fhe 'weqt, to the terrltory s tted to them on whickh

to do communist wowks

Many communlst agents try to get to.Scandanavia by pretending %o /“
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Extract from Home Office file W.338.
Ernst_[JOLLWEBER.

MINUTES

M.Io5'

Do you wish the circular to be maintained
pse?

14.7.48.

Hame Office.

We should be glad if the circular for Ernst
WOLLWEBER @ WOLLENWEBER might be maintained please.

LI I. .1-}19 0 C.li'ﬂa-o
2nd September, 194, (sgd) C.Laird-Clowes.
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T Ea

Noe 197

3 June 1948,

My dear

Your letter No. 752 of 27 Januvary 1940 referred to the reported
distribution of large quantitieas of printed material by the Viismar
Branch of the Internal 'aterways and Shipping Section of which(Ernst
WOLLWEBER is-#he Directars. T
RO

Your information is supported

'which states that WOLLWVEBER's department employed

about 35 persons until the end of 1947, at which tlic the staff was
increased. _ thut the departuent employs about
60 persons including same Russiens,  WOLLWEBER is , to be
engaged in the despatch of Communist propaganda abroad, particularly to
the U.S.A. how this is sent, except that it is loaded
at WISuAR and ROSTOCK. This information can in uyy opinion be considered
reliable.

You may also be interested in the attached background information
on WOLLWEBER, which was prepared

In view of WOLLWEBER's past activities in conneotion with the I.S.ll.
one is teumpted to spesculate as to whether he might not be making use ol
sone of the old members ol this organisation. Contact between a certain
nutber oi them in furope was reported to have been reesstablished after
the war.e And in July 1946 George HULL'R of Antwerp sailed for Cuba
in 5.8, "Norse King", possibly, it was suggested, with the object of
re=cstablishing contact with his brothsr in U.S.A,

Yours

COp_y to Miss H.J.E. Baf,ot’ H.I.5l

THIS IS A COPY
ORIGINAL DOCUMENT RETAINED
IN DEPARTMENT UNDER SECTION
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ErR returned to Berlin from Mosoow in arch 1946, He arrived with
wilities scoorded to & member of the ncw aristocracy; a Soviet

slane was put at his disposal for his flight from lioscow to Berlin, and
tion and trensport in Berlin were immediately put at his disposel by

. Karlshorst. At the end of ‘arch 1946 Gencral KVASHNIN Chief of the
‘Depte of the 54'.As Earlshorst, telephoned the then director of
Departuent of the German Central dministration Dres HERBST, and informed
¢ that the S.M.A. would shortly be eppointing & man to his departuent

o have the rank of Departmental Head and to be put in charge of the
ation of inland woterways and harbours, Thiswwas WOLLWEBEH.

further informed him that the object of the appointment was to

GOLLUEBER with the aduinistrative practice of the government and that

he hed had many yeers' experience as & member of the Bimnenschiffers

. had not had any experience as a Government executives I HERBST

fore detailed to train hir in this respect.

recruit was found to be an awkward and 1mwil.lin-; pupil, who resented
of .eing taught anything in view of his high position within the
, partys After & fow months, when Dre HERRST saw that progress was not

Jight be cxpected, he revonstreted with WOLLAEBIR and told him that he
instructed by KVASHNIN to train JOLLVEDIR, and that ihis could not be
ULLwEBE: insisted on lesving the office in the middle of the day and
earing, snd generally took no inverest in his warke WOLLEBER there-
me very indignont and openly told HEREST that his job as a funectionary
wman Centrel Aduinistration wes 2 mere formality and that it was
prircipally to detract attention from his ware imporiant political

ich he gave as the reagor? for absconding fram the office. e HEHBST's
owever, sust have had soue effect ou VULLWEDINL's eonscience, as he

ca pleincd to General DRATVI of IMMRBUT's ourious behaviour, with the
wt [ERBST was infermed that his functions as generel Dircotor of his

1% would geasc as from 31.12.406., and that these would be taken over
{3,  As however WERBEST was a qualified man, and both KVASHNWIN end
head of the Landwirtschai't Department of the Sell.ie, thought highly

ne was gl er the post of Directar of the Generalinspciktion esserwirt-
which continued to handle all technicel matters comnected with the

*t depertment, thus conveniently relieving WOLLWEBIR ef sane awkward

2

LIBER d@id not actually take over his position as Head of the Sohiffahrt
at until 1st Feb, 1947, It is an open secret wit in the German Cenmirel
pation that WOLLWEBER was doing other things befides running this depart-
{ no-one had any precise information as to what this activity was,

he fact thot there was "political work®™. He is known to have made
requent trips te Wismar and Rostooke -~ The increase in the stafl of his
nt was also viewed with saue suspicion, as other departments ol the German
sMoinistration kmew that his real work did not warrent svch an increase.
ffohrt Departuent is now known in the Cerman Central Adnministration as
dangerous department”, and persons who are not connected with it deenm it
dent not to ask any questions, Thuse who have, have reseived unweleane
n fros the '..V.,D, representatives, These are two ussian of'ficers wio
prear in mufti, end for the last three months have been inhabitin

/ Roam 4305 of the
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%\ weon 4305 of the German Central Adninistration.

'ORLAVMBER" s prineipel assistant and general confidant is Frau Maria WEISS,
who is known as & lan tical Canmuniste.

She is left to look after the political
affoirs of the dopartuent during WOLLWEBER's absenses. She is a shrewish

, of abc who has actually never been married, but uses the title
‘::ﬁ;'ato&bpx)-::ege a certain bourgeois dignitys She was born in Sjvit..::erland
a'n; 18 believed to have spent the ecarly ycars 'of her :!.ii‘g 'b'}}ere. Bef grc

$he war she was a seoretary in the ohocola"c._e !ac_:u,o:-:;r in Neukoeln, and Lglng
the war became secrctary to the Schiffahrt Betriebesverband, whi;;h waa .E:;l :
HeSeDella¥e rpanisations he first gd into the Central Gernan Adsdnistration

as personal assistant to CEUIMNE in the Personnel Abteilung. In view of her
«pecent olosc collaboration with WOLLWEBER,

it is to be presumed that she
vkei for the Comsunist Party all through the war.
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Secret a In reply, state NUMBER and DATE.

of 3 June 1948

Dear [11Ss Bs

In view of _Erpst—wOLHTEBFER'S past coanection with I.8.1. vou 11av be

intercsted in the attached report

| who is different froa the one

ntioned above, VOLLVEBMR's department employed about 35 persons until
the end of 1947, at which time the staf'f was increased. g has
now learned that the departuent euploygs about 60 persons including sone
Russians., WJOLLWEBER is stated by him to be engapged in the despatch of
%‘,‘o;:u:rrt?';j..st-léx'ox”)ai_an"la abroad, particularly to the U.S.A. He does not know
now this is sent, except that it is loaded at WISIAR and ROSTOCK. This
information is probably reliable.

e 1~ =2 1~ - —_ Y e ~ T oty e B - i . ] 1 5
I think lir, Hemblys-3Scales mizht be interested in part of the atteached

- - @
report,.

Noure Suncercs

. 5 NN A ._,n' ’é, .
éi‘?il‘x‘gc\?:iuu-n-‘t-\:'l'.;\'-'cco:c"‘--‘-.-- =

{
. (rrsl
8 'J]‘ 1\ 1{ “F{

[y

Y\ \ [\ b, "t
(1 ‘\ 1 1 o e
X \ % ,\ o«
n N (
j o
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. Register No. V2 Minute Sheet No.

18.6.30. Extract from M.I.lc report re WOLLENWEBER
RO O ot)e Extract from Scotland House report re -
1.

B9« 31 . M.I.1lc report re WOLLENWEBER. (cross reference to)

2

M.I.1lc report re - (Cross reference to)

3.

15.11.32. Cross reference to M.I.1lc report re =

4,

Cross reference to M.I.lc re -

5.

Extract from M.I.lc report re -
Extract from M.I.lc report re -

6.

28.6.33. Extract from M.I.le¢ report re -

Te

28.6.33. M.I.lc report re -

13,7355, Cross reference to S.I.S. report re - .
20,7 .33, Bxtract from M.I.S reggrt re =-

2l 1 i) Photograph of WOLLENWEBER.

2 9.

2 Te 33, To H.0. re question of circular re WOLLENWEBER.

10.

Extract from M.I.l.c. report re WOLLWEBER.

11.

3o s e M.I.1l.c. report re Ernst WOLLWEBER @ CHRISTENSZEN.

2833, Cross reference to M.I.lc report re - .
> O T i r re = 12

fsa ) D\'\‘é‘ft Pu\\n : .E(.j-‘ an SJP{:\' G‘)C’
Ble =z To H.O. rei— - : 5 (et Do cull\

1],&«{1
w—k/, .
Sg9. 4

To seellx, please.
S.3.8. Z-' n-H
31.8.33. bh

N

b

]
b ]
A
% [10887) Wt. W70/4534 300m 5/32 Hw. T.9084 J.3306
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14.

1.9.33. Extract from M.I.l.c. report re. WOLLWEBER.

15.
9.9.33. From H.O.reference to 9a re WOLLEMWEBER.
16.

14.9. 33. To H.O0. in reply to 15a, enclosing 40 photograph of
WOLLENWEBER.

Cb”(.st(c(,\ Qk kg) \"f ‘\c H) Qw\u :'17 Q Qé’uﬂ ;

. -

18.

s

S

To see 17a, please. .

74
S.SKB). W-A‘

26.9.33.
19,

Cross reference to WOLLENWEBER as Editor of "Rote Wacht".

20.

1.11.33 CX/9351/12 from S.I.S8. re.SCHMIDT, @ of -

21.

el led% Cross-reference to report re - from S.I.S.
3.11.33. H.O. Circular re WOLLENWEEER.

5.11.35.

15.11-350 T :-J Pe 173-
(

o)ﬂumea U gl)ék-l }\,,.n, S leo ﬁ Qlc C&(’

27:11,33, H.Q, Circular re WOLTLENWEBER. lﬂ

E\)le 25.

To see 24a, please.™

4

S.3(a). s
29.11.33.

. K-
26.

29,11.33 Cross reference to 0.F.2/5 régarding

27 o

Bs lad4. Cross reference to S.I.S. report re - .
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28,
Cross-reference re - .,
29«

From H.0., in reply to 23a. re - .

30.

15.3. 54. To H.O. in reply to 29a.

31,

Vel

29.3.54. H.O. Circular re WOLLENWEBER.

o2.

6..54 Extract re - from S.I.S. report

". 33.

S.L.S. report re -

34 .

Cross~Reference re =-

35.

Cross reference from S,I.S. report re - .

6.

Cross-ref. re =-

S.B. report re JENSE%V'MELGHIOR, WOLLWEBER and FO0SS.

H.O, File No. W.338 re WOLLWEBER.
Cross reference to rrest of - from 8.I.S. report.

Ll
H.0. file as at 37a returned.
39,

To S.I.S8 sending Immigration Officers' reports re

WOLLWEBER, JENSEN, FOSS and MEHCHIOR and enclosures
to same. .

40.

25.7.34. cross reterence from 0.F.2/8 re - .
26.7.34 Cross-reference re -

41.

Cross reference from S,I.S. report re - .

(14191) Wt 2270/5451 300M 3/33 H.T.C.& Co. 51-4140 [PT Over.
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