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Originator. 6Q./Netherlands.

WOLLWEBER

Ernst Friedrich

German or Russian

89
Hannoversch/Minden 29.10. 1898

e ———

' : (] jon" in Eastern
Amloved by the "Deutsche eirtschaftskgmnss el :
éggliﬂ. Hg also reported to be Under-Secretary of State

for Shipping.
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Before 1935

Aftor Hitler came to power - Copenhagen
In Oct. 1937 steyed in Rotterdam with Jan VAN SCHAIK (born 24.6.
08 in Rotterdam; et the time living at Bei jerlandsestraat,
Rotterdem). VAN SCHAIE waes behsaded by the Germans in Berlin.
At that time, he also stayed with Theodor FLEURE, at the time
living at 491, Hoofdweg, Amsterdam. FLEURE died ian a German
concentration camp. In 1946 WOLLWEBER arrived in 5, Berlin.

Before the war he was in contact with J.R. SCHAAE (beheaded.
in Germany). Was further in contact with Ernst LAMBERT (bornm
13,5,09 at Chabarovek). Was in contact with Richard JENSEN
(born 24,2,189h at Frederikberg) of Copenhagen. Ic at present
probably in contact with Rolf Konrad HAGGE fborn 26. 2,09 at
Langenfelde) of Mecklenburg, Germany., Is likely to be in
contact with Karl Wilhelm Alfred HEWIS (bvorn 22,11,07 at
Hanover) of Schwerin.

1915: affiliated to the Socialist Youth Organisation.

1915-17: smuggled defeatist propagand: material to the Western
front. jas accessary to acts of sabotage at the front by
impeding the suppiy of war material,

1917 : membsr of Spartacus.

1918: served on the Gsrman battleship "Heligoland". Was one of
the ringleadere of the mutiny in the German navy.

1920-32: rose quickly in the ranks of tThe Communist FParty. Was
glected on the Central Committse of the Party.

1932: member of ths Reichstag for ths Communist FParty.

1933: laader of the I.S.H. end later of the notorious "WOLLWEBER
Organisation". Was mainly engaged in sabotage against ships.
as convicted in Sweden for sabotage and left in 1944 from Swedanr
for Russia. Returned to Germany in 1946.
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Referenca ,iPo, Fa L.I-j 3 9,7)Qn

Previous volume glosed at serial q46a dated 29.7.53, Volume 3,
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Ho o- file WO 3580

E,
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force,
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28.11,55. from Daily Yorker cutting.

160,
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Cutting from "Evening News"
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Subject’'s name was entered in the H.O. Suspect Index (G Circular)

Do you want the entry maintained ?
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Extract from the 'EVENING STANDARD',

from Readers Digest
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SECTION.

THE TIMES

HERR ULBRICHT
DISPOSES OF
A RIVAL

SUCCESSFUL PURGE

NO LIBERALIZATION IN
EAST GERMANY

From Qur Correspondent

BERLIN, Fes, 9

Herr Ulbricht, first secretary of the
Socialist Unity Party, has rid himself
of a possible rival who wished to copy
Mr. Gomulka's liberal idsas in east
Germany. The central committee, after
three postponements, met on February 3
to 6 and unanimously approved Herr
Ulbricht's action.

Three pages of yesterday’'s Neues
Deutschland were filled with a report of

, the speech made to the central com-
| mittee by Herr Honecker, a recently
appointed secretary of that body. He
announced the expulsion from the Polit-
| buro and the central committee of Herr
Karl Schirdewan, who for many years
| was second in the party hierarchy to
' Herr Ulbricht; the expulsion from the

central committee of Herr Wollweber,

who was replaced as Minister Tor State
l Security in October, and expulsion from
{ the Politburo of Herr Oelssner, a party

theorist.

Herr Schirdewan and Herr Woll-
| weber were accused. of having formed
an opportunist group which had tried to
alter the party line. Since 1956 they had
desired the introduction of democratic
measures 1n east Germany, and Herr
Schirdewan on visits to Poland had
studied the independent road to Social-
ism being pursued there. Herr Honecker
said that if their ideas had been fol-
lowed, armed. force would have been
necessary to combat counter-revolution.
OPEN ATTACK

The group had also advocated a new
approach to the problem of German

unity, and were charged with * being
unwilling to understand the dangers
which result from the illusory con-
ception of unifying Germany at all
costs.” Herr Schirdewan had been un-
repentant, and had openly attacked Herr

Ulbricht at meetings of the Politburo.

Herr Wollweber was described as a

failure who talked too much and fought
too little against enemy agencies under-
mining east Germany. Herr Honecker
said that the two men's open criticism of

Herr Ulbricht had been denounced to

the party by uranium miners whose
guests they had been at Christmas,

Herr Oelssner had not been a member
of the group but had supported the
liberalization of agricultural policies and
at Politburo discussions had supported
( Herr  Schirdewan rather than Herr
Ulbricht,

Neues Deutschland to-day forecast
further purges, in * an irreconcilable
hght against all conceptions of ideologi-
cal coexistence and opportunistic and
liberal attitudes.” The empty places on
the central committee secretariat were
filled with Herr Ulbricht's followers, in-
cluding Herr Honecker and Herr
Frohlich, the former party leader at
Leipzig, who has been pProminent in antij-
church activity,
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Startling facts about a
five-year-old
mystery: the outbreak

of unexplained

“mishaps’ in British

and continental ships

HE 20,000-ton  ocean
liner ffmpu s of Can-
ada burnt at her dock

in Liverpool on Janu

dry 25, 1953. On January 28 and 2q,
fires broke out in the liner Queen
Elizabeth, and on January 30 other
“incidents” oc-

potentially serious
curred in the aircraft carriers
Triumph and Warrior. A few days
later a neavy L'\[\J(mun rl])pc'd u!u:n
the carrier Indomitable, en route to
Malta, injuring 36. Further unusual
dzxmp[mm, unexplained at the time.
were soon reported in the Roval
Navy’s Centaur, the dc

strover

carrier
/)lf(}?(“'
Fermagant.

Not since the Second World War
had the Royal Naw and merchant

and the frigate

marine vessels in 3ritish ports suf-
tered such i

66

a rapid succession of
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By Jerome Wilson

dangerous mishaps. Were they just
.u'udcn.lf;: Or, given the vital rﬁ)por
tance of Allied xhipplng to the prose-
cution of the Korean War, were they
perhaps enemy-contrived sabotage ?
Meanwhile, similar mysterious
fires burnt a ship in H.,unhurg‘
swept the harbour installations. de-
stroyed part of a major shipyard.
Although the outbreaks were later
officially dismissed in
“.\ul(i(‘f-l{.\.”

Britain as
spokesmen for the
Bonn Republic declared that Com
munist-plotted sabotage had been
4an important factor in a strangely
- coincidental™ accumulation of mis-
adventures in  Allied shipping.
Months later, after numerous” simi
lar xhr}» fires in British and German
ports, an official Bonn report noted
that “only ships and installations of
countries actively facing up to Soviet

-
cember,

107

THE MASTER MIND OF SHIPPING § iBOTAGE

aggression in Korea were involved.”
It added significantly that “the parts
of the s]l:p\ in which fires broke out
and the 1y pe of incendiary used” in-
dicated a single directing hand.
That single directing hand be
longs to a squat, gorilla-headed
thug named Ernst Wollweber, a
iifduﬂg Red L:n(]u'grnum! conspira-
tor whom Western counter-intelli-
gence officers rate as “Europe’s most
destructive Communist Behind
Wollweber’s present official title—
East Germany’s Minister for State

Security—lie 35 years of ruthless
criminal versatility devoted to the
Soviet’s largest and most dangerous
underground
Western Europe.

Now in his ffth year as front-zone
commander of this Moscow-dictated
operation, Wollweber is in direct
charge of (1) sabotage of NATO
ships and harbour installations
throughout Western Europe; (2)

(lP(‘l'.lUUIl\ ‘I‘_“?.Hﬂ.\t

espionage Ijg' German agents inside
the Bonn Republic and against its
NATO defence forces; and (3) the
(ivrm.m(fumnmmm‘nndtrgruund,
which specializes in political kidnap-
pings and murder,

Wollweber’s character is emi-
nently suited to this triple-threat
assignment. One of his reformed ex-
collaborators says: “Wollweber has
absolutely no feeling for men’s lives.
His whole method is to rule by fear.”
He doesn’t merely command. he
threatens. “You will get this man as
if you were a torpedo,””” he once
growled at a frightened underling.

5

© Crown Copyright

—

Ernst Wollweber

“Do you know what a torpedo 1s?
It’s an Ui‘»]u[ shot at a target. If it
hits, it has fulfilled its task. If not, it
sinks—and is never seen again. Now
do you understand?”’

For years the police in half a doz
en countries have listed Wollweber
as WANTED. In the '20’s he was a
Communist agent in Germany, bent
on action dL‘\Tgnul to destroy the
Weimar Republic. Then, with the
Nazis’ seizure of top German Reds
in 1933, he became the German
Communists’ chief
commander with headquarters ulti-
mately in Copenhagen. During the
Spanish war Sweden’s police alone
traced a majority of 17 destroyed
merchant vessels to Wollweber’s

underground

Scandinavian sabotage ring.
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crimes finally
led to his arrest in Sweden in 19

Such ship-burning

| ' A
his only enforced retirement behind
bars. Moscow exerted ambassadorial
pressure for his extradition on the
lrum;wcl-np claim that Wollweber,
as a Soviet citizen, was wanted in
Russia for L*mlu-//lmg state funds,
But the Swedes did not yield, and
Wollweber served out his term of
three and a half years.

Remobilized by the Russians after
the war, Comrade Ernst served suc
cessively as the East Zone’s director
of shipping and of transport, posts
whose underground ramifications
are obvious, He remained virtually
public view. however,
until 1953, when his Russian bosses.
panicked by the June 17 East Ber-
lin workers’ riots, appointed him
chief of the Soviet Zone’s badly
shaken secret police. This job was
made to order for Comrade Erpst.
He restored the SSD’s
control over some 18

hidden from

steel-fisted
million East
Germans, and did it with such syc-

cessful ruthlessness that tWo vears

later he was boosted into hjs present
status as Minister for State Security.

I)mpm' his
Wollweber stil] indulges his
rotic

ministerial front,

“neu-
passion for (‘\;:lmrn'\,” His
sabotage agents continue to hit West
German ports with sporadic

“prac-
tce exercises.” One such

_I*"“lt'&’l(f
rehearsal recently backfired at Ham-

burg, li(-mulnlnn;_{ a suburban fat

and enabling the police to locate and
raid large Red underground supply

dqmtxnmcl to verify that the

The National Archives' reference KV 2/3345

December

uncmi:.ir}' materials came
SSD sources in East Berlin.
From

from

the evidence of
graduates

arrested
of Wollweber’s Soviet-
financed maritime sabotage schools
in- East Germany. Western security
officials have learnt how IIL’U[!('FJIL‘.\',
Reports one defected oraduate -
“We studied diagrams of L‘\c'r\ type
of ship. Experts taught us how to
use incendiaries which looked like
pIeces of coal or iron ore. Other ex-
plosives would pass for wheat or
sugar, and we were given a cleverly
faked ‘fountain pen’ to be slid under
seat cushions or
ship.”  After completing
courses, g6 British
men 18 dock workers were
smuggled back to their home ports
late in 1952—with the aforemen-
tioned results to British ahippmg in
1953.

Another sector of Wollweber’s
maritime-front

mattresses .a!m.lr(f

\ll\h
Communist sea-
and

operations concen-
trates on hitting West German
ship production and heavy indus-
tries by conspiring to foment strikes.
Ata trade unionists” session in Janu-
ary 1956, Wollweber js reported to
have said that he had more than
1,000 trained \H’l]-(( p('r\nnn('l [!Ll(c('
inside Bonn’s free unions,

The perverted talents of this mas-
ter gangster thrive particularly on
his second major underground
responsibility, that - of
manned esplonage,
Moscow’s | .

German-
undoubted]y
( !.!l‘_‘_{('\l mass. ¢spionage
offensive in J‘,llru]lc. Among recent

t'.\.lmph'\ of this wzdcsprc.ld activity

clandestine
|

)57

vere two 5}‘4\ I‘Il]f_{h near K¢Il'|\l'll}1(

| and Stuttgart, each furnished with

r.nllu stations which
transmitted information directly to
East Berlin. An intercepted ‘wire-
tapping job in the refugee mliu‘c of
the Social Democrats’ anti-Com-
munist “‘East-bureaun”
the seizure of an SSD-hired tele
phone worker, Alfred Geisler, who

1s now facing trial for treason. An

resulted in

{‘ngll)(‘(‘r'.\]\\ sentenced in Sllllif_:‘lﬂ
was equipped with two micro-
camergs, a printing In.u}nll_(“ a two-
way radio, 22,700 marks (£1,900) in
cash and a new Volkswagen !
Allied and German counter Spy
forces have arrested scores of Woll

weber’s hired traitors—most of
them low-level—and spy trials occur
with almost monotonous ll‘u]ucllq.
One fact that must give Wollweber
and Moscow endless nightmares is
that many Red agents, after being
caught, willingly serve as secret
(1()[;]"(‘:]‘_{('1’][?\ for the West. Woll-
weber’s r‘u ruitment methods, which
rely heavily on blackmail and
bribery, promote a high percentage
of such defection.

When he became SSD chief, Woll-
weber expanded his criminal reper
toire to another Soviet secret-police
speciality—political k:(ln.lpf‘nng_ By
January 1957 West Berlin’s police
alone listed a total of 186 Red ]ﬂ(ﬂl(‘d
abductions, with another 77 at
tempts thwarted. These wholesale
abductions have a double objective:

to wreak vengeance upon leaders of

anti-Communist organizations, and

© Crown Copyright

'HE MASTER MIND OF

SHIPPING SABOTAGE 69

to provide potential defectors \\'l[.l.l
nerve gurdlling reminders that “if
you go West, we’ll get you!”

4 TP:rnuuh evidence obtained by
Western counter intelligence, the
SSD . has linked and
again to terrorist kidnappings. The
L:l\(‘ of Dr. Walter Linse of the Free
]llr:\l.\' mvestigation committee 1s
typical. Accosted by two men .!nd
asked for a match as he left his West
Berlin home in July 1952, Linse was
slugged and pulled unconscious into

been again

a waiting car which sped away at
60 m [),i{ \’\.'flm‘\wng the assault, a
delivery van driver courageously
gave chase. Soviet Zone guards, who
l:\ prearrangement had thL‘Il.' street
barrier raised, lowered it behind the
abductor’s car, which was immedi-
ately taken under convoy by two
cars with secret-police licence plates.
Sent to Soviet Russia six months
later, Dr. Linse has not been heard
of since.

Although ambush and physical
assault are their favourite tactics,
Wollweber’s terrorists employ gang-
sterdom’s gamut of ruses and treach-
Drinks are “doctored” with
lured by

eries.
victims are ’
“friends,” male and female. Mrs.
Lisa Stein, an employee of West
Berlin’s RIAS radio station, had an
amazing escape. Just before she left

narcotics,

work one day, she was offered —7.1‘|ui
ate—some sweets. The
poison was supposed to take ‘cl].wt
while she was 1n the street, h(_‘l[]‘g
trailed by her would-be abductor’s
car. When it reacted less L]UI(I\'I‘\

[!(I!\ll”i't!
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than
SSD agent abandoned his victim.
Mrs. Stein ux”!;\\t‘tf on her own
doorstep, and was rushed by neigh

was predicted, the alarmed

bours to the hospital, where she [ax
unconscious for 48 hours

A final resort—one w hich sealed
the doom of Heinz Kiihpe, 5
former S cialist  East bureau of-
ficial—is an Injection of morphine.
Kiihne’s kl:hu;\’-mg was capped by
a 25-year, living-death sentence to
Siberia. In another vengeance kid-
napping of a defected member of the
SSD, the two abductors, later seized
in West Berlin. admitted they had
each rewards of
marks, or about £4,250— cloquent
testimony U('rh(' Importance attached
by Moscow to such i\u]n.tl','wn‘-_:\.

This power - craving  minister,
with 9,000 SSD personnel and thou-
sands of Red-undk rground agents at

l'lt{‘l\(‘(! 50,000

his command, |jves 1n a style which
befits his station. For short about-
town sorties he feels adequately pro
tected in his handsome, bulletproof
limousine: on iung('r trips he travels
in-a heavily armed, SSD-guarded
three-car convoy. Instead of sharing
residence with other puppet-regime
big shots in their fenced-off “Ljtt]e
Government Tow n,” Wollweber
lives in the super-secure, barbed-
wired SSD compound constantly
guarded by squads of secret police,
or at his villa on Oranke Lake.
which is also kept under round the
clock surveillance by armed SSD
agents,
Secure behind

as he may feel

barbed wire. Wollweber’s neck is
mortgaged to the Kremlin, For Red
regimes have one striking consist-
ency: as Yagoda, Beria and others
(}I\l(‘\['l'('(}. lh( .\‘*’J\'H_'[S '].'\(‘ d wWay
of retiring their secret-police chiefs
by executing them

Meanwhile, as one Western expert
remarks, “No matter what smiles
Moscow may turn on, and with or
without Wollwe ber, the Soviets’ un
derground warfare Seems certain to
g0 on indefinitely.” The efforts of
the Kremlin’s rulers to conquer
Germany from within wil] continue
so long as Moscow regards Ger-
many as the key to Communist
domination of Europe.

“Communism is politically dead
in Western Gey many,’’ says Stephan
Thomas, chief of the Social Demo.-
crats’ hard-hitting anti-Red organi-
zation. “But it will stas dead only
as long as an cnergetic fight against
its revival is maintained.” The life
long activities of Ernst Wollweber
Justify that statement.

l")f’l,\lllf.

As this article Went to press it was
announced that Ernst Wollweber had
East
Minister for State \'u‘unt;. Informed
that the
world-wide publicity given to his career

been dismissed as Germany’s

Continental sources said

by The Reader’s Digest—some editions
of which published this article last
month—was partly responsible for this
sudden shift, It is predicted, however.
that Wollweber will continue his ter-
Torist activities Lllllf('l'}jf(:[lll(l.
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FROM THE

PRESS SECTION.

THE S

Date

TAR,

500 RED SPIES

CROSS INTO

WEST GERMANY

EVERY MONTH

cross the border
many and the Soviet

Most spies cross in the

Behind them is t h e
shadow of the former East
Zone state security chief,
Ernst Wollweber, who con-
trols a vast network of
spies.

weber has ostensibly gone into
réfirement to prepare
for a _ Communist * joint
intelligence council” for the
enfire satellite empire.

But while he is temporarily
absent from the scene the
work of his agents goes on,
It is a cloak-and-dagger war
that seldom obtrudes above
the seemingly-placid surface
of West German life.

Last year 6,200 people were
seized for activities endanger-
Ing the security of the state.

Recent arrests have in-
cluded a Bad Godesberg
boarding-house keeper whose
rooms, oecupied by —~minor
diplomats, —were wired  for

According to reports Woll-

plans |

EVERY month about 500 Communist spies

between Western Ger-

-controlled East Zone.

They range from underground couriers for the
illegal West German Communist Party to a “ corps
d'elite.”” of Soviet-trained agents wheo specialise in
top-level espionage, says BUP,

guise of innocent business-

men, political refugees, students or East Germans
visiting relatives in the west.

sound to a tave recorder in
the attic. .The -tapes were
shipped weekly in soup 'iins
to East Berlin,

According f{fo intelligence
sources, 5,000 spies ‘and coun=
ter-spies are believed to be
working in the vicinity of the

Ranged asgainst this army
are two leading West German
counter-intelligence organi-
sations—the Federal Bureau
for the Defence of the Con-
stitution and the security
office of the Federal Criminal
Bureaus

Each state also has its own
security. service, operating
under local Ministers of the
Interior, while the Federal
Defence Ministry maintain
yet another counter-intelli-
gence branch to prevent Com-
munist infiltration into the

new West German Army.

© Crown Copyright
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L N (A
Part 1.
Section and Officer of origin ..Report No... o B/5035/b of 19.11.57

Aotion copy tc ......Information copy to........ Typing Date. 5412.57
REPORT
:1i 4%

=)~ ~ J :
U U " Ernst WOLLWEBER,

Reference report No. 15/5025/2 of 5.11.57 (typed 21.11.57)

Sub-Source learns from his contact in the Information Bureau Berlin West
that Ernst WOLLWEBER, until recently East German Minister of State Security, will
shortly go to Moscow to join an orgsnisetion there which co-ordinates the
Intelligence Services of the Soviet Block of States, WOLLWEBER, who has lived
in the USSR, speaks fluent Russian, T

Part Il. CoMMENTS BY SEcTION OF ORIGIN

From an esteblished and reliable souree,

W
Part 1L COMMENTS BY CONSUMER BECTION
(Value, interest, probability, extent to which confirmed by other sources, eto.)

Thank you., This confirms the report in the Sunday Times of
st December, which says that WOLLWEBER is said to be preparing
plans for a "joint Intelligence Council".
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Berlin’s Spy Jungle

By ANTONY TERRY, Representative of The Sunday Times

BERLIN.

THE top professional agents
in Berlin's 47 esplonage
services breathed a sigh® of
relief last week as a slight,
fair-haired, middle-aged man
disappeared down the steps
of a Berlin court to start a
four years’ gaol sentence.

It meant that the ding-dong
battle which has been going on
for 10 years between the pro-
fessionals and the amateurs of
the spy world in this strange,
divided city 100 miles inside Com-
munist East Germany had been
virtually decided.

From now on it is the experts
and not the playboys of
dilettante espionage who are
going to feed each other with
false information, control their
secret agents, photo-copy the
secret reports, and compile the
secret blacklists which have
made spying between East and
West such a \profitable black-
malliing business in Berlin.

* * *

WT'HEN Herr Werner Stephan,
the amateur spy, went to gaol
last week he had just heard the
judge compliment him on being
the most versatile and gifted
forzer of “secret information
that Germany had seen since the
war.

With the ald of two typewriters
and a mere two years’ training in
the Gestapo 20 years ago he
had made a comfortable living
for several years by inventing
thousands of pages of nonsense,
ranging from the alleged re-
armamént plans of the East
German Government to de-
nunciations of respectable West
Berlin Government officials and
business men as Communist
‘sympathisers. F

He was able to sell these inven-
tilons to highly-placed Waest
German and West Berlin Govern-
ment officials and to other
espionage networks, who passed
them on to Bonn.

In this city espionage is said to
be the second most popular and
the third best-paid occupation.

At one time -after the war

s G
Eons :

GEN. GEHLEN

nearly 80 official, semi-official
and unofficial spy networks
flourished in West Berlin alone,
They ranged from the private
intelligence networks of the big
West German political parties,
through the nebulous * secret ser-
vice” agencles of the four occu-
pying Powers, to enterprising
private spy services which offered
their wares in the open market.
During the last 10 entertaining
years each side has used a variety
of picturesque devices, ranging
from schoolchildren trained as
spies to poison capsules dropped
into glasses of German cham-
pagne by night-club hostesses.

* * *

UT meanwhile Herr Woll-
weber, the experienced Com-
munist chief of East Germany's
State Security Service, was not
being idle. Helped by muddle,
{incompetence
on 1e Western side of the
espionage war, he has been able
to penetrale and neutralise most
of the semi-officlal West Berlin
spy networks during the past
thr = years.
Herr Wollweber has recently
gone into temporary retirement
with asthma—to prepare plans, it

and corruption

gf.; ; A 3

HERR WOLLWEBER

{s sald, for a Communlist “.Joint
Intelligerice Council” of the
satellite countries. But his suc-
¢essor, Herr Mielke, another old
Communist who went to Russia
in 1931, has taken over an
efficlent espionage machine with
agents In every nook and cranny
of West Berlin and West
Germany.

B L I
T was the efficient West Ger-
man intelligence organisation
run by General Gehlen, the war-
time Wehrmacht expert on the
Red Army, which finally helped
to catch the versatile Herr
Stephan and his prefabricated
blacklists and secret documents.

By the time he emerges from
gaol the Berlin spy jungle should
have settled down to competition
on equal terms between the pro-
fessionals on both sides. At pre-
sent the bottom has dropped out
of the price quoted for " black-
lists ” on the Berlin spy market,
and a top secret report is hardly
worth the trouble needed to forge
it. A photos y of a géenuine
secret docu is probably
pasier to obt
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NEW SECURITY CHIEF
FOR E. GERMANY

Berpin. Oct. 31 The east German Gov-

vernment Press office announces that Herr
Frnst Wollweber. the Security Minister, 1S
fo B succeeded immediately by his deputy,

Herr Erich Mielke The announcement,
published by the news agency A.D.N., said
Herr Wollweber has asked to be relieved
of his post for health reasons.—Reuter
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION.
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- Terror police chief may quit

RNST WOLLWEBER;( East German

Security Minister (right) since 1953, may
soon leave his post. He was appointed to
suppress anti-Soviet sentiments by ruthless
police terror. Wollweber, said to be suffering
from asthma, is one of the most sinister poli-
tical figures of the last thirty years. As a naval
ensign he started Germany’s 1918 Revolution,

and in the last war organised sabotage against
German ships from his refuge in Sweden. He
was arrested, extradited to Moscow as a
‘Soviet citizen® and returned to Berlin with
the Soviet Armies in 1945. There will be few
in Europe to shed any nostalgie tear if 1957
1s indeed to see the end of his career as ‘The
Engineer of Hell’. Hell is on the defensive.
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Wollweber Denounces "Free Discussion

'Neues Deutschland! of 21st December published an article by Emmst Wollweber
Minlster of State Security, entitled, "The protection of the worker-peasant regime 1s :
the concern of all cltlzens of the GDR" , At fhe time of the counter-revolutionary coup
in Hungary, he sald, Western Politiclans and agents! headquarters had indulged to an
ever greater extent in Speculatlons concerning developments in the GDR which might create
favourable conditions for the reallsation of their aggressive plans to undcrmin; and
destroy the worker-peasant regime there, But there was already evidence of opposing
views among politicians in Western Germany. Some, falling to appreciate the réal
balance of power, were toying with the 1dea of engineering coups involving the vacillating
persons 1in their own ranks ang the Western allies; other not important groups were warnii
agailnst such adventurous polley against the GDR, which would be bound to have devasting
consequences owing to the strength and unity of the socialist camnp and the disunity among
the imperialists, J

While all the vigllance displayed and the readiness to reply immediately with
a c?unter-blou to the troublemakers and provocateurs was not forgotten, the dangerous
?es;gns of the so-called "exponents of a Softening-up policy" must not be underestimated,
These exponents are at present concentrating their main efforts on Infellectual circles
, 8% universities, colleges, technical schools ang institutes in the GDR, clearly realising
that thelr subversive work 1s less effective among the workers. Obviously so=called g
'free! discussion, which leads to the infiltration of hostlile anti-demoeratic and anti-
soclalist ideologies cannot and must not be tolerated in the GDR.

"The enemy headquarters have drawn up plans for the infiltration of agents
and provocateurs and the formation of permanent centres (Residenturen) and groups 1In the
GDR, taking advantage of the freedom of movement within the GDR. Above all, former
fascists and criminal elements in the GDR are to be banded together to form active group:
Following the smashing of previously operating faseist action groups in the GDR, att"tb
must therefore now be pald to the discovery of new fascist groups 1in order to render thep
harmless in good time, R/

"Despite all the efforts of the East Bureau of the SPD it 1s becohming increasin
evident that former Social Democrats in the GDR want to have nothing to do /'with the |
activities of agents, This does not mean, however, that the subversive work of the SED
East Bureau should be underestimated, because this Bureau 1s one ofi the most,active cen
for the organisation of subversive activities under the banner of s¢-called freedom-and
so-called 'true' socialism,., \ ‘ '

"Measures have been taken against all attempts to launch 1a§ge-scale Proveecatlons
The most important thing, however, 1s that the protection of the worker-poasant‘regime in
the GDR 1s today regarded much more than hitherto as a matter for the citizens of the GIR
themselves, There 1is, therefore, no reason to assume that enemy plans for a coup can
materialise." The most important guarantee that all enemy intentions would be brought {
nought was the growlng confidenco enjoyed by the authorities of the broad masses of the
working population, (ADN 21,12,56)
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yffender's background was not taken into consideration and everything was done to ¢ if

his motives and understand his social circumstances - in short to judge the person as a
whole,

laws retained in force by our State have caused
es and prosecutorsS... The fact that we have
vee 1s partly due to our desire to maintaln, as
in the legal order valld throughout Germany.
the alterations in our system of penaltles fore-
time of the Third SED Conference - the introduction of public reprimands

5

}‘.

the c
onal sentences should be put into practice as soon as possilble.

"m

To preclude any misunderstandings I must point out in conclusion that every
secutor in our Republic y aware that our new approach to criminal justice must
no account be regarded as a ence, in whole or in part, for the enemles of the
ople, for sples and agents saboteurs and traitors, They will be brought to book

with the full severi ur laws, but they, too, will have a proper trial and will be

tdven every opportunity defend themselves and produce evidence 1n thelr favour.

'But the working people of our Republic must realise that we prosecutors are
loing everything in our power for their own protection and for that of our soclal order.
i1sregarding the hate campaign launched agalnst us from the West, we shall contlinue
long the road of soclallst legality. We shall thereby help the people in Western

Germany to understand that the GDR is a bastion of peace and Justice, and that our legal
ystem will one day become the legal system of the whole of Germany." (Radio GDR 21.10,
12.56)

Amendments to Code of Criminal Procedure Recommended

DPA reported that a legal commission appointed by the Government had recommended

s o - 2 = (aad o

- T e e e

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference KV 2/3345

LR B (s2614) wr.46020/70890 200,000 B/56 A.&GE.W.LTD. GP.677

S. Form 81 /rev. 12.63 EXTRACT

TR CE FOTT R L N O e e e et e lttbiemiaton s Srnrrcbis N ELTTL 5. 3 qrurammatrsest onitorrossiasseslvsiratinsfetrimenipuettissc eyt oot e S

Original in File NO. :®. oo eeessnmsemsssmmmscsmmssssssssmmsssmssrmmssemsess U Ol Sevsesireen SETIAL 2 e RECEIPE DAL S e

. (07 740 A (B 7o) e 0) [« [ 0 11 S SH—————) D 1.} {1 S

el DYs e G L L

and Supporters of Democratisation Deplored

According to a Western report of the article, Wollweber stated, referring
to subvers!ve elements at the universitiess "Their disruptive work 1s often helped by
the fact that among student circles, especially of the technical-scientific intelligentsia,
and among artists there are some who cannot distinguigh betwecen a frank discussion within
the Party on the basis of Party ideology (parteimaessig) of errors, weaknesses and short-
comings, on the one hand, and the importation of hostile ideologles, on the other," The
aim of such idcologies was "to split the Party of the working class thrcugh an artificial
d‘vision into 'Stalinists' and supporters of the so-called democratisation’, (DPA 21.12.56)

Wollweber May be Replaced by Dahlem

Earlier, DPA had said 1t had been learned in East Berlin that Minister Wollweber
warited to resign for reasons of health, He had suffered for some time from SCVOES asthma
and had carried out his official duties somcwhat sporadically s'nce the summer, Aq Franz
Daﬁlcm, formerly SED cadre chicf, was being mentioned as a possible candidate for Wollweber's
post, In May 1953 Dahlem had been expelled from the SED Central Committee, Since his
rchabilitation he has been Deputy Secretary of State and head of a main department In the
State Secretariat for Higher Education. He was considcred a personal opponent of Ulbricht,
(DPA 19,12,56)
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the “ East German Democratic Re-
public ” about 1,500,000 Iron Curtain

Germans have fled to the West.
day more fugitives escape from tyranny,
political oppression and fear created by
thousands of snoopers, informers and secret police
agents who loyally serve pne of the world's most
notorious underground figures, His name: Ernst
Wollweber, chief of the dreaded * Red Gestapo.”
otherwise Minister of State Security.

When this bull-necked ex-docker -succeeded
Wilhelm Zaisser as new head of the State Security
Service in July, 1953, Western security branches
warned their agents in the Soviet Zone to be

repared for drastic counter-measures by the

eds. They knew that one of Woliweber's first
alms would be a further stepping-up of the under-
ground war and a smashing of Western spy rings
operating on Communist territory.

* Kk X

Several months later dozens of contact men
found themselves arrested; others had to be hur-
riedly withdrawn. The speedily enlarged secret

olice system, with efficiency only equaﬁed by the

oviet MVD and Himmler's Gestapo, had scored
its first success

To-day it reaches into the home and heart of
almost- every East German. It
also reaches to the free West,
where people are not safe from
its iron grip. An alarming num-
ber of them, their names on the
wanted list, have disappeared
behind the Iron Curtain in per-
fect kidnappings.

East Germany's State Security
force at present employs about
9,000 full-time officials and &n
additional 50,000 freelance

| snoopers, some paid, some
voluntary. Also immediately
attached are 20,000 *internal
troops " — highly-trained shock
units—and 8,000 transport police.

And “ Big Brother " Wollweber
is everywhere—in factories, res-

| taurants, butcher shops, in
schools, churches an even
kindergartens. The “ confi-
dants” must have direct con-
tact with the population so that
they can easily detect and
denounce all *“State enemies”
and make confidential reports on
public opinion “for further
action.”

D o TR 0 2 o

Wollweber's closely - guarded,
spacious headquarters in East
Berlin’'s Lichtenberg district
houses all branches necessary
for a giant instrument of terror.

Among his henchmen are

many former Gestapo officers as
well as notorious law-breakers
who were pardoned to place
their eriminal experience at the
géiposal of & new all-powerful

i SINCE the proclamation in 1949 of

romptl

ternationale.”

S.

| Wollweber first discovered his
talent for large-scale trouble-
makis%% in 1919 when he or-
gani the German sailors’
revolt in Kiel and hoisted the

Party invited hi
receive regular
ing " at military academies and
at the Red Army general staff,
When Hitler came to power
Wollweber, unlike his comraacs.

Day after E

The George Orwell version of
“ Big Brother"—as seen in the
film ' 1984."

Red Flag on the warship Hel-
goland. The

made him secretary of
he Sailors’ and Dogkers' * In-

Communists

1924 the

m to Russia to
* special train=-

—

© Crown Copyright

- ERNST WOLLWEBER, the ex-docker,

maintains a reality in East Germany
that approaches the fiction of ‘1984

remained in Germany . to
smuggle top-secret Party
documents to Denmark—under
the eves of the Gestapo. Steadily
climbing the ladder he eventu-
ally became boss of the Comin-
tern's West European head office
in Copenhagen. It was in those
pre-war days that agents of the
“ Wollweber Group' systematic-
ally organised blazes and explo-
sions in ships carrying goods
for General Franco’s civil war
troops.

x KX K

In 1940 Wollweber (alias
Kuhlmann) went to Sweden but
was soon arrested for allegedly
sabotaging Swedish ore trans-

rts to Hitler Germany gaud

reaking into ammunition
depots. Evidence was, however
too weak so he was sentenced
to three years' imprisonment on
an alternative charge of illegally
possesstng explosives, Hitler's
demand for his extradition was
then successfully countered by a
cunning Soviet request “ to hand
him over to Russian jurisdiction
in connectionm with embeul?;&
State money.” ‘Sweden agr
and the Kremlifi thus narrowly
saved its darling. o

After almost 13 geam of exile
Wollweber returned to Berlin in
1946—a Soviet citizen. Appointed
deputy chief in the East Ger-
man Shipping Department, his
main undercover was the
direction of two Communist
sabotage sehools responsible for
sending fully - trained “com-
mandos” to West European
harbours. Three years later he
became State Becremr{ in the
Transport Ministry, in May,
1953, State Secret for Ship

ing, & post which he held fr
only three months *===~==*
appointed secret 1
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Extract from _ re the re-organisation of the Fast 'German
Security Service mentioning WOLLWEBER.,

The Fast German regime probably feels the need to show the mailed
fist by strengthening the apparatus of the security police. As an
additional measure, it installed as head of the new ministry Emst
Wollweber, a long-time Communist sabotage and subversion expert who
has a reputation for brutality and suppression. By vesting increased
authority in Wollweber the rcgime probably hopes to avoid problems
arising from personal ambition, since unlike former security minister
zaisser, he is believed to be a reliable technician without
aspirations for political control.
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Extract from press cutting taken from the Daily Worker, dated the

23th November, 1955, re East Germany's Cabinet Switch, its plan to
step up industry, mentioning: EFHS¥ WOLLWEBIR .

Several Bast German Government changes announced this weekend
are designed to imrpove particularly the German Democratic Republic's
heavy industry and consumer goods po#ition.

cessesessslther changes announced by the East German Governument
includes the transforming of the former State Secretariat for State
Secuitity into a Ministry, with Ernst WOLLWEBER former State Secretary, as
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Deputy Prime Minister Paul SCHOLZ of the Democratic Peasant? Party
has been given responsibility to the Cabinet for agricultural questions.
Fifty-three-year-old SCHOLZ was an agricultural worker who spend most of the
Nazi period in prison and concentration campe.

4
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REORGANISATION OF EAST

GERMAN GOVERNMENT

Clearing the Decks to Meet
New Difficulties

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT

BonN, NoveEMmBER 27.

The East German Government has
been reorganised to strengthen the
administration and “ clear the decks”
for the economic and political diffi-
culties which lie ahead. The reorgan-
isation, which was announced yester-
day, seems to have three short-term
objects—to increase the influence of
the Socialist Unity party in the
executive organs of administration, to
develop “all-German” propaganda
in accordance with declared Soviet
policy in Germany, and to tighten

Government control over industry
and agriculture.

Thus two Socialist Unity party
members have become Deputy Prime
Ministers. They are Herr Oelssner, the
party's ideological expert, and Herr
Rumpf, who was formerly Secretary of
State for Finance. Herr Loch, a member
of the .puppst E German Liberal
Democratic party,.has ceased to be a
Deputy Prime Ministem. The effect of
these changes isiitowgiwe the Socialist
Unity arty a egmajority in the
* Praesidium,” whiéh'#& composed of the
seven Deputy Prime Ministers.

At the same time Herr Wollweber,
formerly Secretary of Stafe for Security,
has been elevated to the rank of a
Cabinet Minister)y Herr Wollweber was
\ an expert in secret service work and
sabotage and an “old guard” Com-
munist party member. He carried out
the reprisals which followed the failure
of the rising on June 17, 1953, against
the East German Communist regime,
His promotion may be designed to give
him greater power, or to make his duties
superficially more respectable.

“ National Front”

In the second place a renewed effor

is going to be made to launch an ‘4
German propaganda'" campaign f
East Berlin. The demoted Herr Loc
will become East German Minister fo
All-German Affairs and will be entruste
with the task of organising a “ national
front” which will support the Soyiet
plan for all-German talks, the formation
of an all-German council, and a step-by-
step progress towards a united Germany
which would incorporate many of the
characteristics of the East German
Communist State.
It has been well known for some
time past that the dominating power in
the East German Government, Herr
Ullbricht, regards Herr Loch as in-
efficient. But his new appointment could
become important and it is significant
that a so-called Liberal Democrat has
been chosen and not a Communist
ideologist. The East German campaign
against free, all-German elections and
the foundation of a democratic united
Germany is a serious matter.

Finally the East German Government
had to do something to tighten up
administrative control of industry and
agriculture. This is because Govern-
ment industrial planning has only been

successful to § ??{rﬂh&'& .?tenz and the
East Germalgd%z‘ a % otato harvests
this year ha eﬁpg Tr. An economic
crsis is fo a e or next spring,
and it is t’rgﬂh‘}g@wﬁ&gn that the East
German Government is not pressing
ahead with plans for full-scale rearma-
ment. There can be no national con-
scription until the East German

economy [h@s"'.been, put in somewhat
better hne 298z

sk L RN
anstnp_:ﬁplw—%l p

With this in 88w the former Ministry
for Heavy Industry has been split into
three new ‘ sub-Ministries,” for mining,
chemical industries, and coal and power,
New . Cabinet committees have been
created for supply, industry and trans-
port, and agriculture. The emphasis of
the work of the Committee for Supply
will be on the production of consumer
goods. Herr Oelssner will assume
control of this committee, which gives
an idea of the importance attached to it.

Some false conclusions are being
drawn from the changes in the East
German administration. The West
German Social Democrats have declared
that these changes amount to the intro-
duction of a’‘new reign of terror and
that the promotion of Herr Wollweber
means a return to the “ police regime”
which existed before the fall of Beria in
the Soviet Union. It is widely assumed
that the concentration of more power
in the hands of the Socialist Unity party
'will mean a more radical political
course.

It is more likely that the East German
leaders are interested primarily in
securing greater administrative effi-
ciency and in propagating the Soviet
plan for Germany, which alone gives
them a hope of survival. If the Soviet
plan is to have the slightest prospect
of success, Eastern ermany must
develop a ‘“new look” which holds
some appeal to Germans of varying

olitical creeds. That may be why

ollweber has been taken out of the
shadows and Loch installed in his new
Ministry. That may be a contributory
reason for the postponement of full-
scale East an rearmament.

Prisoners in Russia

Over the week-end the people of
Western Germany have demonstrated
their deep concern over the failure of
the Soviet Union to return all German
prisoners, in accordance with the
promise given by Marshal Bulganin to
Dr Adenauer. Yesterday flags were
flown everywhere at half mast; to-day
they were flying at full mast again, as
a mark of hope for the future. Lander

statements on the seriousness of the
situation, and in some large towns thou-
sands of people marched through the
streets in silence to register their pro-
test. Yesterday all traffic halted-for two
minutes atl dday as a mark pt
remembrance of the prisoners still
missing. '

Appeals have been made by German
politicians for the return of prisoners
from countries other than the Soviet
Union® and for a final moratorium on
the subject of war guilt.

© Crown Copyright
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FROM THE PRESS SECTION.

—
%

SABOTAGE
EXPERT GIVEN

o« KEY JOB BY REDS

- He takes over security
in East Germany

BERLIN, Saturday.—East Germany today turned its
Secret Police Office into a ministry, to be known as the
State Security Service, which wlIJcEIEe eqagx one of
Russia’s chief agents, \Ernst Wollw hb?.ﬁn ounce-
ment called the meve a ‘““measure to strengthen and
improye the work of the state apparatus.”

Wollweber now becomes a
Minister. He is a 56-year-
old sabotage expert, and has
served with the Communists
since his youth. Towards the
end of the war his task was

to sabotage German canals
by sinking barges in them.

Three new commissions

Wollweber has been credited
with directing sabotage
operations for the Com-
munists throughout the
world since the war, travel-
ling under false names and
with forged documents.

His elevation to Cabine! |
rank is part of a general
shake-up of the East German
Government.

Three new commissions.
each to be headed by a
deputy premler, have been
formed. One will deal with
the production of consumer
goads and supply, another
with agriculture, and the
third with industry and
traffic. —BUP.
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Ivan IIAVA

it may be of use to you to know that KATS
has been menti mrﬂ to us hy & uwsually r*e'l.'t-zb]e BOUICo
a8 o reciplent of overtures {rom Hans (m‘[,;m\Ji, 1.1/10
Bast Gorman Mindotar for State Securiby. KATZ
atated to have loft the H.L.D. in 19237 and to I'mvc been
e;!.ther the menbey for Hanmover in tho Reichateg or
elge a monber of tho iifm'xWer Landbag, or both. It
BDPOATS that WOLLIEBER has been socking to lure him to
111'« Joviet mone of 41 %rJ:Ln for a iri!mé‘l,y chat, KATZ
i phated to have refused the invitation end suggested
that HOLIAEDIR moet him in Yest Berlin, HOLLEEDER
howvever did not turm up,
&4 Ve take 1t tha%t KATZ is identioal with ivan
KNG, Dora 152,89 in Honnover, who was mentioned in
our ZLﬂf't{J:* of 9 Decanbar, 1941, under rol oo
PR, 47202 fyvom Bapley to Hilln.

fourd 83010 -:5’
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Ernst WOLLWEBER

In a recent conversation with sub-source, the pre-war
Communist member of the German Reistag for Hanover K Iwan KATZ,
who left the X,P.D, in 13927, )stated that Ernst WOLLWEBER, the
rast German Minister for State Security,(had tried to get him
to the Soviet zone of Berlin for a friendly chat, XATZ refused,
and suggested to WOOLWEBER to meet him in West Berlin, but the
latter did not turn up.
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Copy for PF. 41,930

Extract from INTELLIGENCE DIGEST (Review of World Affeirs) edited by
Kenneth de Courcy, for June,1954, mentioning Ernst WOLLWEBER.

WOLLWEBER AGAIN : AVIATION SABOTAGE.

In the November 1953 issue of Intelligence Digest, we reported
fully on the plans of the WOLLWEBER orgamisation for the sabotage of
international shipping, We cen now add to the fact that WOLLWEBER and
his highly trained technical staff are slso dealing with eir transport.

The Warin Sebotage School.

m
|

'he sabotage school at Warin, in Eastern Germeny, is now devoted
to aviation sabotage training of agents from countries outside the Iron
Curtain,
There is general training on much the same lines as that in the
shipping sabotage schools, and there sre also courses on sviation technology.
These courses include instruction on American planes - fighters,
bombers,transport and training eircraft; the British aircraft industry;
aircraft construction; Jjet asircraft; the Canadian aircraft industry; western
redar systems; and the place of commercial aviation in military plenning,

Soviet Staff Instructors.

The courses on American aircraft are directed by Soviet Air Staff
officers who have been in Korea, Amongst them in Lieutenant Colonel Krisek,
who served with MiGs in Manchuria,

Cangdian aircraft and western airbeses in the Artic sre dealt with
by Boris Wasser, who is said to be a Canadian who has worked in the Canadian
aircraft industry.

Building an Underground,

There is no flying st Warin. Most of the students are already
trained ss either pilots or ground-staff, lodels of western equipment are
available,

The main objective of the Warin courses is to build up a well
organised Communist underground system within the military and civil aviation
systems and the aviation industries of the western world. The duties of this
underground are both sabotage and espionage, with the main emphasis on sabotage.
Each course lasts about three months, and is attended by 120 students.

Heedquarters and Communications.

Warin appears to be the headquarters of this underground, and it is
under WOLLWEBER's personal direction, Liaison is meintained with members
already in western countries, Communications are largely through diplomatic
channels, the mails being picked up and delivered to Karlshorst.

Our observors have been able to identify the countries of origin
of some of the students 2s : Britain, France, the Scandinavian countries, Italy,
Canada, and several Latin-American countries, But this list is by no means
exhaustive,

It is uncertain exactly when aviation training began at Warin, but
it was in full operation at the end of 1953.

It is very difficult to get any more details, as security measures at
Warin are very strict.

Testing the Machine,

m

The WOLLWEBER organisation is believed to have been responsible for
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[.oo3e Minute

e "1k

‘]_-1!.1.130 = |1 o JIle -'1. l)tﬂ'bi—gge.
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I spoke to you the other day concerning an
article on Ernst UQLLWEER-whieh appeared recently
in the Information Bulletin of the International
Transport Vorkers' Federation (115a in OF.69/1 Supp).
2e A photostat copy of this article is at serial
l{.;.'_ a in FF.41950, WOLLWEBER, (attached) end I have
placed a second copy on SF.412/General.
i @ should be glad® have vour comments on this
article and $o be kept informed of any development;s
in the case of SUNDE relative to K.2. intorests.

Et2o

3-10- 5J+o

Pre4l930 WOLLWEBER
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Attached is a list cf nares of members of the new SED Central Comittee

LY
he governing bodies of that Committee which wereelected at the 1Vth STD

Z, 30th March th A>ril, 195L, These names have been taken from
Deutschland f the 7th and 8th April, 1954, and the notes on their

sent functions and positions from records
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89. WOLLWEBER, Ernst sSecretary for State Security and Deputy Minister
Interior,
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This photograph of seamen giving the clenched-fist salute was taken outside the
International Seamen’s Club in Hamburg during the First Congress of the ISH.

fled to Copenhagen. Later he was to
move successively to Antwerp, Paris,
and Oslo, and to concentrate his acti-
vities to an ever-increasing extent on
the building up of an espionage and
sabotage network which operated over
the whole of Western Europe, and prob-
ably also in the Far East and America.

Wollweber eventually set up his head-
quarters in Scandinavia, and from it he
directed sabotage operations against
German, Italian, Japanese, and later
Spanish ships. One of the principal ac-
tivities of the organization in Scandi-
navia itself was the smuggling of Swe-
dish dynamite over the frontier to the
Norwegian port of Narvik, from whence
it could either be shipped out or trans-
ported to Oslo — Wollweber’s tempo-
rary home. Most of the dynamite was
stolen from the iron-ore mines in North
Sweden, and the work of building up a
network of contacts in Sweden was en-
trusted té’(Murtin Hjclmen?(lhc Norwe-
gian representative of the 1sH. It was
during- this period that Hjelmen made
a mistake which was later to cost him
his life.

In Lulea he regrpited a mineworker
name;XGuslav Ccﬂér.yCcdcr was an old
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and loyal member of the Swedish Com-
munist Party, but he was not equal to
this kind of work. His nerve failed him,
and in February 1939 he reported to the
Swedish police that he had been pressed
into the service of a sabotage organiz-
ation by a Norwegian named Nielsen,
the under-cover name which Hjelmen
was then using. The existence of the
group and the identity of at least one
of its leaders was now known to the
Swedish authorities, but it was not until
a year later that they were able to lay
their hands on *Nielsen’.

Sunde’s membership of the ‘Woll-
weber League’, as it later became known
in Sweden, is believed to date from ap-
proximately the same period. The ex-
seaman from Horten may possibly have
joined it even earlier, for he had already
had contacts with the 1sH, Samsing, and
Hjelmen. It is thought more likely, how-
ever, that he was recruited during his
service in Spain and was brought in to
assist Hjelmen, who in 1939 was devot-
ing more and more of his time to organ-
izing in Sweden.

It was while he was in Sweden that
Hjelmen was arrested. Caught in a raid
by the Swedish police, he was found to

© Crown Copyright

have three passports in his possession.
One of these was in the name of Osvald
Jensen, an alias known to the Swedish
police as a result of the information
given to them by Ceder a year earlier.
Nevertheless, the Swedish authorities
did not reveal to Hjelmen that they
knew his identity. They hoped that he
in turn would lead them to others of
the group.

He was therefore tried in the ordinary
way for being in possession of forged
documents, and sentenced to a short
term of imprisonment. By the time he
had completed his sentence, the German
invasion of Norway had taken place.
On his release, however, he chose to be
deported back to Norway. That deci-
sion was his death warrant. Hardly had
he crossed the frontier when he was
seized by the Gestapo. The same fate
met another member of the organiz-
ation, Barley Pettersen, who had played
a leading part in the smuggling of dyna-
mite from Sweden. Both were executed
by the Germans in May 1944.

Wollweber himself was still in Oslo
when the German invasion came. He
fled over the border to Sweden together
with his sister-in-law (he had married
a Norwegian woman in Leningrad in
1933), but shortly afterwards he was
arrested by the Swedish police, who
soon disproved his claim to be a Danish
citizen. Accused of sabotage and the
theft of dynamite, he twisted and turned
in a vain attempt to avoid revealing the
secrets of his organization. The Nazi
Government demanded his extradition
to Germany, and, according to the
former Swedish Social Minister, Gustav
Maoller, it was this threat which caused
the Soviet Minister in Stockholm,
Madam Kollontay to intervene on his
behalf. As a result of the intervention,
Wollweber agreed to make a full con-
fession in return for his deportation to
Soviet Russia once he had served his
sentence in Sweden.

He reappeared after the war in the
Soviet Zone of Germany when he be-
came an official of the East German
Transport Ministry. One of his principal
occupations in that post seems to have
been the organization of a school for
Communist saboteurs, again specializ-
ing in maritime sabotage. More recent-
ly, the ex-saftor who is reputed to have
been one of the first to raise a red fiag
in the Kaiser’s Imperial Navy was made
Security Minister in the East German

(continued on page 61)
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One of the few known photographs of
Ernst Wollweber — the man behind the
Communist spy and sabotage network
which operates in the maritime industry
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Ernst Wollweher -
maritime mystery-man

ON 29 JANUARY OF THIS YEAR, Norwegian police headquarters announced
that it had uncovered a spy ring in the Oslo area, specializing in military, and more
particularly naval, espionage. Investigations into the extent of the network are still
in progress, but up to the present twelve persons of both sexes have been arrested
and most of them will be held in custody until the inquiries are sufficiently advanced

to bring them to trial.

The leader of the group was a 44-31:111‘-\
old Norwegian named"' Asbjorn Sunde;,
who is known to have had contacts with
both the Norwegian and international
Communist movements for at least
twenty years. An ex-seaman, he early
became a member of the Norwegian
Communist Youth organization, and,
in 1937 went to Spain, where he fought
with the ‘Dimitrov’ Battalion. Little is
known of his activities from then until
approximately 1941-2 when, following
the German invasion of the Soviet
Union, he became the leader of a Nor-
wegian underground sabotage group,
adopting the pseudonym of *Osvald’.

After the war, he published a book,
entitled “Men in the Dark’, in which he
told something of his experiences as a
member of the wartime Communist un-
derground. Although, for reasons which
are now obvious enough, he was never
an official member of the Norwegian
Communist Party during the post-war
years, he is known to have maintained
his contacts with the organization and
indeed took an active part in ejecting
the dissident Communist leader, Peder
Furubotn, from the Party’s central
offices in 1950.

The Norwegian security police now
reveal that they have had Sunde under
observation since the year 1948. He first
began to attract their attention when it
was noticed that, despite the fact that
he was apparently without any form of

58

regular employment, he was never short
of money and seemed to spend the
greater part of his time travelling around
in Oslo or visiting the Norwegian naval
base at Horten, which is only a short
distance from the capital.

Suspicion deepened when it was dis-
covered that Sunde took great pains to
cover his tracks and that he was meeting
officials of the Soviet Embassy in ex-
tremely irregular circumstances. It was
while he was on his way to meet one of
these officials, Attaché Meshevitinov,
that the Norwegian police struck. The
man who had been nicknamed ‘Com-
rade Ratcatcher’ in Spain, because of
his skill in trapping rats, had himself
walked into a trap.

Since his arrest, the Norwegian au-
thorities have discovered that other
members of the spy ring have also had
meetings with Russian Embassy offi-
cials. Meshevitinov, of course, has hur-
riedly left the country under the protec-
tion of his diplomatic immunity.

There is, of course nothing particu-
larly novel in the discovery of this Com-
munist espionage group. It is, after all,
merely a repetition of what has already

Asbjirn Sunde, the 44wear-old Nor-
wegian ex-seaman and leader of the es-
pionage ring which has been uncovered by
the Norwegianpolice inOslo. He isthought
to have been the head of the Norwegian
section of the Wollweber organization.

happened in many other Western coun-
tries. However, it has one unusual fea-
ture, namely the growing belief that
Sunde was not only the head of the
group in Oslo but was in fact the Nor-
wegian leader of the notorious Woll-
weber organization, which has special-
ized in maritime espionage and sabo-
tage for many years. It may therefore be
of some interest to trace the develop-
ment of this larger network, which
seems to have had its origins in the pre-
war Communist international seafarers’
movement.

The story begins in 1920, when the
Russian union of seamen and port
workers made its first attempt to become
a member of -the 1TF. The failure of
this approach was followed, in March
1921, by the calling of a conference of
‘revolutionary seafarers’ in Moscow,
attended by representatives of Russian,

© Crown Copyright

German, Argentine, and Finnish sea-
farers. They decided to take steps to set
up an International of Revolutionary
Seamen aRd to organize an international
congress of seamen at Petrograd (now
Leningrad).

In the meantime, Communist groups
in other transport unions had already
made contacts with the Russian Trans-
port Workers’ Union. When the Red
International of Labour Unions (R1LU)
was set up at the self-styled ‘First Con-
gress of Revoluliqpm'y Trade Unions’,

{ Gregor Atshkanov Of the Soviet Sea-

men’s Union noted, for instance, that
‘revolutionary unions of transport
workers and revolutionary minorities’
were represented.

Later, these same representatives
were to be found at another ‘First Con-
gress’ — this time of the ‘revolutionary
transport workers’. However, they de-
cided that the time was not yet ripe to
establish a Revolutionary Transport
Workers™ International. As Atshkanov
put it: ‘Only a small number of unions
reflected the revolutionary class stand-
point and very few of them were affili-
ated with the RiLu.’ The delegates
therefore contented themselves with
setting up an ‘International Propaganda
Committee of Transport Workers’.

In August 1921, representatives of the
International Propaganda Committee
held at a conference in Moscow with
Communist seafarers from Germany,
the Argentine, and Australia. The
American Industrial Workers of the
World was also represented. It was at
this conference that the first steps were
taken towards creating the basis for the
later development of the Wollweber
organization.

The conference decided to set up
what it then called ‘port offices’ in the
major ports of the world, the aim being
to maintain contact with the Interna-
tional Propaganda Committee of Revo-
lutionary Transport Workers and to
keep it informed on maritime matters.
Later, these ‘port offices’ were to become
better known as International Seamen'’s
Clubs. The International Seamen’s Club
movement eventually assumed sizeable
proportions and by 1928 claimed
branches in the following ports: Lon-
dom Newcastle, New York, Philadel-
phia San Francisco, Baltimore, Mar-
seilles, Odense, Esjberg, Hamburg,
Bremen, Antwerp, Archangel, Lenin-
grad, Odessa, and Vladivostok.

These clubs became an important

W,

The Communist International of Seamen and Harbour Workers (ISH) was set up

3 _ . W, KV

at a Congress held in Altona, Hamburg, in 1931. Among those on the C ongress plat-
form was Ernst Wollweber, making one of his extremely rare public appearances.

part of the Communist machinery for
infiltring democratic maritime unions
and for spreading revolutionary propa-
ganda among seafarers and dockers
outside the Soviet Union. In fact, so
important had they become that, at the
Fifth Conference of the Revolutionary
Transport Workers held in Moscow in
1928, a special resolution was adopted
calling for ‘not a single ship without
a ship's committee or a revolutionary
nucleus’. A contemporary Communist
pamphlet spoke of ‘the revolutionary
wing of the unions organized by the
International Seamen’s Clubs’ and des-
cribed one of their basic tasks as 'to
struggle against the preparations for
imperialist war, and to organize the
defence of the USSR’.

By 1931, the leaders of the Commu-
nist seafarers’ movement felt themselves
strong enough to set up their own Inter-
national in opposition to the 1TF. This
was done at a Congress held in Altona,
Hamburg. It is at this point, too, that
Ernst Wollweber appears on the stage,
making one of his rare voluntary public
appearances. Although, as is often the
case at Communist-sponsored interna-
tional gatherings, he did not seem to

play an important role on the Congress
platform, it is believed that he was pro-
bably the brain behind the formation
of the new organization, which was
named the International of Seamen and
Harbours Workers (1SH).

The 1sH established its headquarters
in Hamburg under the nominal leader-
ship of a_German Communisl.)mberl
Walter; who was elected its General
Secretary. Two other names which
should 'bc mentioned here aré® Arthur
Samsing*and Martin Hjelmen, both
Norwegian nationals. Samsing was res-
ponsible for the organization of some
200 to 300 Communist cells aboard
Norwegian merchant vessels. Martin
Hjelmen, who was later to take over
from Samsing, was given the task of
working among seamen in Oslo, where
he directed the local International Sea-
men’s Club.

The coming of Nazism in 1933
brought the end of the 1sH in its original
form and the destruction of its head-
quarters apparatus in Hamburg. Its
General Secretary, Albert Walter, went
over to the Nazis and the organization
itself passed into the hands of Ernst
Wollweber, who had in the meantime
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Conditions of employment
in long-distance roadtransport (2

IN THE SWEDISH LINJEBUSS COMPANY, permanent drivers in international
transport are paid by the month. Drivers employed in national transport and who
have worked forty-two hours in the week are guaranteed full weekly wages.

The American Trucking Associations
states that most union contracts provide
for minimum wage guarantees. When
paid by the hour, most employees are
guaranteed at least a four-hour mini-
mum. If required to be available daily
for service, an employee is guaranteed
a forty-hour minimum weekly rate.
Some contracts provide for a fortnight-
ly wage.

The Netherlands goods transport
company states that there is a guaran-
teed wage scheme equivalent to a fifty-
one-hour working week; the Nether-
lands passenger transport company
states that no such system is in force
in the undertaking.

Notice

All the undertakings providing inform-
ation state that workers are entitled to
notice in case of dismissal.

The American Trucking Associations
states that unless an employee is dis-
charged because of dishonesty, drinking
on the job or carrying unauthorized
passengers, he must be given at least one
warning notice. This notice is effective
for a period not longer than nine months
in most contracts. Union employees
have the right to appeal the discharge.

The French Labour Code provides
for one week's notice by either side. In

(continued from page 60)
Communist Government.

It is, of course, pointless to speculate
on the extent to which Wollweber is
still directing the organization which
has for so long borne his name. It seems
unlikely, however, that Soviet Russia,
which in 1941 took the unusual step of
publicly acknowledging him and his
value, should now allow him to waste
his talents as an imitation Himmler in
one of the occupied territories. The
trial of Sunde and his accomplices may
provide the answer - but it is doubtful.

addition, the national collective agree-
ment for road transport provides that
if the employer decides to lay off work-
ers because of a reduction in business
activity or conversion of the under-
taking dismissals must be so arranged
as to take account of workers’ family
responsibilities, length of service in the
establishment, and occupational quali-
ties. Workers dismissed in such circum-

© Crown Copyright

stances, who have been employed in the
establishment for at least one year at
the time of their dismissal, must be
given priority if the undertaking takes
on workers during the following year.
If re-engaged, they keep any seniority
benefits they may have had when they
were dismissed.

In the Netherlands passenger trans-
port company, workers must be given
four weeks’ notice, unless the period of
service is less than two years, in which
case two weeks’ notice is given. One
week’s notice is given in the Nether-
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EASTERN GERMANY : AN IMPORTANT AND
DANGEROUS MAN

SOVIET AMBASSADOR Semjonov
scems to be firmly established in
Eastern Germany ; although, for a time,
his prospects seemed doubtful. His
political assistant, Judin, probably no
longer has the full confidence of
Moscow. His stay in Germany may not
be prolonged.

Two Communist Roles

Since the end of July reorganisation,
two types of Communist force have
emerged. The first consists of out-and-
out underground terrorists who are
being trained for the undermining of
the German State in the event of re-
unification.

The second consists of those who
would be most likely to prove acceptable
to the western Powers, and who would—
at first—openly represent East German
interests if reunification came about or
were likely.

The organisation of these two forces
has led to the elimination of such men as
Zaisser and Fechner. Fechner was a
suitable compromise type, but was
thought likely to be weak and soft-
hearted at a decisive moment. He could
not be trusted in a reunified government,

Zaisser is too much of a bureaucrat,
and not enough of the practical terrorist
to head an underground movement.

Ernst Wollweber

The Communist underground now
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being prepared will be directed by the
new Minister of State Security, Ernst
Wollweber. As he has a very important
part to play, it is of interest to study
him rather closely.

A curious man ; 55 years of age,
bald, medium height, very fat, with a
greyish, mottled complexion, he is
covered with tattoo designs. On his
right arm is an anchor ; on his left a
steering wheel. On his body are tattooed
the Soviet star, hammer and sickle, and
a number of naked women.

Coarse in the extreme, his manners
are shocking, and he has frequent out-
bref:;ks of rage, which he vents on his
staff.

A Varied Care;zr

Wollweber was born in 1898 in
Miinden, the son of a Silesian miner.
His father was killed on the French front
in 1915.

At the age of 17, he moved to
Hamburg, where he lived in the harbour
area, and began to drink heavily and to
consort with prostitutes. In 1916, he was
called up to serve in the navy as a stoker.
He soon became known as a bad in-
fluence, and was several times punished.

Nevertheless, he had considerable,
though perverted, qualities of leader-
ship ; and, in 1918, when only 19, he
led a mutiny.

Then he joined the Communist
Party and decided to go to Russia.
Unable to get permission to travel
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